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September President's
|_etter

A special welcome to the club’s newest members: Julia Clark, Darcy Griftin, and Paige
Miller. And congratulations to Cami O’Herren, Lisa Paunicka, and Shandon Whistler on
making it through your first year — you are no longer the “new members”!

I hope you had an enjoyable summer and are ready to start the new IGC year. And what a
year our board and committee chairs have prepared for you. Please see pages 14-17 for the
lists of the general meetings, board members, and committees.

There are BIG events happening this year!

First up, our Flower Show committee kicks off the year with the Flower Show Schedule
Reveal at our first meeting on September 23 at Woodstock and a Floral Design program
that will give you tips for your entries. We hope you will be wowed by the schedule, I know
I was when I saw it!

Next, we have renowned Horticulturist, Fergus Garrett, as our Educational
Endowment Speaker on October 30 at Newfields, followed by a luncheon at Woodstock.
You do not want to miss this. And please bring guests.

Next up, Flower Show committee, Photography Division will provide tips for taking
photographs for your entries to the Flower Show at the November meeting.

We will of course have our traditional programs of the Community Project grant
proposal presentation, Holiday Luncheon with Awards and Garden Walk Reveal.
Several of you have said how much you enjoy hearing from GCA Scholars, so we will have
a GCA scholar at the February Zoom Meeting as well as the Amaryllis Show.

And we have more speakers lined up for spring: Jeremy Kranowitz, CEO of Keep
Indianapolis Beautiful, will speak at the March Conservation Program and honorary
member Mark Zelonis will speak at the May Garden History & Design Program.

And in April — well just WOW — the Zone X Meeting and Flower Show will take place at
the Hotel Carmichael and The Center for the Performing Arts.

And last, but hardly least, our 31* Garden Walk on June 9 and the Annual Meeting fun at
Meridian Hills on June 11.

What more can [ say but “Fasten Your Seatbelts, because it’s gonna be a fun & fast ride!”

I look forward to seeing you on Wednesday, September 23 at Woodstock! Be there at

3:45pm if you want to get a beverage and socialize a bit.

THE MEETING WILL START PROMPTLY AT 4PM!
Let’s get started! Marta



\\embership

Now Mewbors!

...

As we begin our new Garden Club year, please make sure you say hello and welcome our

newest members.

Please join us in extending a very warm welcome to Julia Clark, who is proposed by Jill

Failey, and seconded by Sue Welch and Emily Macintosh.

Professionally, Julia is a Project Administrator at Trane Technologies, a role that perfectly
highlights her exceptional organizational strengths and outstanding people skills. She also
has a big heart for community service, actively volunteering with Habitat for Humanity and

donating her creative talents to the Indiana Historical Society's annual Festival of Trees.

Julia’s love for gardening began during her childhood when she spent hours gardening
alongside her mother in their beautiful garden with unusual plants.. Today, she continues to

cultivate this passion through hands-on gardening and a wonderful talent for flower
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arranging. Her natural, creative eye extends well beyond the garden bed; she enjoys

painting, interior design, and antiquing for unique treasures.

At home, Julia and her husband keep a busy and vibrant household raising their four
children and supporting their academic and athletic pursuits. Julia enjoys golf, cooking,
pickleball, tennis, youth hockey, entertaining and traveling. Her warmth, energy, and
artistic eye will make her a fabulous addition to our Club. She is incredibly energetic and

we look forward to her being a hands-on, active member of our club.

Paige Miller joins us with the enthusiastic sponsorship of Shele French, seconded by
Lauren Hamilton, and Shandon Whistler, who were all eager to bring her incredible

energy and talents to our group.

To say Paige is active in the community is a massive understatement. Professionally, she
lends her keen creative eye as a Retail Strategist and Consultant at Parkside Linen.
Beyond her work, she is a true powerhouse of volunteerism—having served as a
two-time chair of the Brebeuf Bistro, and dedicating her time to the Junior League of
Indianapolis, the Women for Riley, and the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society. She has also
previously channeled her natural leadership into serving as both the parish council

president and school board president at Our Lady of Mount Carmel.

Paige is a gracious entertainer who loves hosting family and friends. She and her husband
are the proud parents of three grown sons. Paige and her husband are active members in
the Indiana Golf Association. Her beautiful home backs up to a scenic wooded wetlands

area, which provides the perfect backdrop for her favorite passion of gardening!

Paige has a breathtaking, natural talent for design and is a wonderfully creative floral
designer with an exceptional sense of style. Known by everyone who works with her as

collaborative, highly organized, and exceptionally fun, she brings a radiant, positive
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attitude to everything she touches. We are absolutely thrilled to have Paige’s warmth,

style, and leadership in our club.

We are delighted to also welcome Darcy Griffin! Sponsored by Jill Hall and seconded by Lynn
Dimond, and Cami O'Herren. Darcy brings an infectious enthusiasm, cheerfulness, and

wonderful energy to our group.

Darcy has perfected the art of resilient gardening. She is a passionate shade gardener with a
diverse collection of hostas—carefully curated to endure both the antics of her busy family
and her large energetic dog. Proactive in plant conservation, Darcy even runs her own
backyard "Hosta Hospital" where she rescues and revives struggling plants. Alongside her
hostas, Darcy loves herb gardening and practicing floral design, frequently sharing fresh-cut
bouquets from her yard to spread joy and foster close connections with her neighbors.
Professionally, Darcy’s background is rooted in finance and banking, giving her a highly
organized, reliable, and goal-oriented approach. She is equally active in her community and
personal life. In Greenfield, she generously volunteers her time as a horse handler at Agape
Therapeutic Riding East. To stay physically active as an empty nester, Darcy and her
husband love hiking, biking, skiing, playing pickleball, and traveling with friends.

Above all, Darcy finds her greatest joy in nature, gardening, and building meaningful
connections. She is incredibly excited to expand her friendships with the like-minded

women of our club who share her love for the natural world.

Please take a moment to introduce yourself and welcome these new members to IGC.

Kim Purucker - Second Vice President/Membership



Horticulture
Fall IBulb Sale

Annual Bulb Sale-September 14th-October 10th
Amaryllis, Daffodils, Alliums
(Delivery end of October)
Order on ICG website by logging into Member Resources Portion
of the website
IGC Bulb Sale - Click here

Top Five Reasons to Order

1.You can enter the Amaryllis Show in February

2.These make great gifts for the holidays

3. Your daffodils will look beautiful in the Spring and if you're
lucky, ready to enter in the April Flower Show

4 These unique variations are not usually found in stores
5.The sale helps support our club!

Elizabeth Rudolph- Co-Chair Horticulture


https://indianapolisgardenclub.org/shop/

conservation

IGC Conservation invites you to join us for a Garden Party celebrating 50 years of
Keep Indianapolis Beautiful on Thursday, October 1, from 5:00-7:00 p.m. The party
will be held at the home of horticulturist Chris Turner, whose work has been featured

in several homes on the Garden Walk. You can RSVP directly via EventBrite.

FIFTY YEARS OF KEEP INDIANAPDLIS BEAUTIFUL

x , N\
A Garden Party 5;,7,‘\»&

Indiana p:}] 15
beputifuith

Thursday, October 1, 2026 - 5:00 = 7:00 PM

ot the'home of Brice Baird & Chns Turner - 1333 Broadway, Indsanopots

Event Brite RSVP:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/a-garden-party- tickets-1997879400067

IGC Conservation looks forward to an engaging 2026—27 year, including the return
of our annual favorite, the CILTI Walk.The Club’s March General Meeting will
feature Jeremy Kranowitz, President and CEO of Keep Indianapolis Beautiful.

Additionally, we’ll provide updates on the progress and status of the Ohio River
Restoration Act and explore the importance of the White River, one of Indiana’s
most valuable natural resources—providing drinking water, recreation, wildlife
habitat, and a vital connection to our community

Sally H. Rowland

Co-Chair Conservation
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Garden Walk 2027

Mark your Calendars for the 2027 IGC Garden Walk
Wednesday June 9th 9:00 am - 3:00 pm

Second Wednesday in June due to Memorial Day weekend falling late May in
2027

Please join us in making the 2027 Garden Walk a Blooming Success!
Sponsorship form for the 2027 Garden Walk is on the next page. This is your
chance to be part of our annual event while supporting the beauty and growth of
our local community.

Early Commitment Bonus!
e Commit or Renew your sponsorship by October 30, 2026, and you will
receive
2 additional Garden Walk tickets as a thank-you for your early support!

Who Can Sponsor
e IGC Members
Local Business Owners & Member Businesses
Family & Friends
Family Foundations
Consider using your Required Minimum Distribution to support IGC
Garden Walk

How to Sponsor
o Complete the 2027 Garden Walk Sponsorship Form (on the next page)
e Sponsorship form also available on IGC Website
o Or you can email icggardenwalk(@gmail.com

e Submit before 10/30 to secure your bonus tickets and ensure your name or
business is featured in our event materials.

e Payment, ad/artwork is not due until February 28, 2027, though you can
commit now.

Mary Quinn - Co-Chair Garden Walk


mailto:icggardenwalk@gmail.com

THE INDIANAPOLIS
GARDEN CLUB

31ST ANNUAL YONES

GARDEN WALK | sx-2em

2027 SPONSORSHIP

SponsorshipPayment, Ad/Artworkdue

February 28, 2027
Submit this form and payment to Mary Quinn:

via email: or mail: SPONSOR BEN EFlTS

igcgardenwalk@gmail.com IGPCOGS(;?(e(?nO\éVza;k
Indianapolis, IN 46290 Each Garden Walk Sponsor receives:
* Business name & logoprinted on event ticket,
program guide, sponsor signs at all gardens
SPONSOR INFORMATION and Garden Walk reception
Sponsorship Level: Business name & logo on all digital media
__Monarch __Peony __Blossom __Stem __Leaf

MONARCH SPONSOR | $5,000

oFull page, full color ad in event guide

Business Name:

(as you wish name to appear in print)

. . e Co-sponsorship of Garden Walk Reception
Business Website: or Native Plant Sales

e 12 Garden Walk tickets

o4 invitations to the Garden Walk Reception

PEONY SPONSOR | $2,500

Contact Name:

Contact Email:

ull page, full color ad in event guide

@AWEWT"ENFGRMA:HQN ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 12 Garden Walk tickets

1 invitations to the Garden Walk Reception

O Please go to www.indianapolisgardenclub.org/become-a-sponsor/to BLOSSOM SPONSOR I $ 1 5 250

submit payment online: . .
oFull page, full color ad in event guide

O 1 will print this form and mail with check for $ o6 Garden Walk tickets
Payable to IGC 202%arden Walk by February 28, 202 7

o2 invitations to the Garden Walk Reception

U Signature STEM SPONSOR | $500
®1/2 page, full color ad in event guide
AD SPECIFICATIONS o4 Garden Walk tickets
Submit your ad byFebruary28,2027s a
hi-res PDF to: igcgardenwalk@gmail.com LEAF SPONSOR I $250
e 1/4 page, full color ad in event guide
1/4 Page Horizontal: o2 Garden Walk tickets
4.5x1.8"
Full Page:
45x7.5"
Please retain a copy of this form for your records.
1/4 Page The Indianapolis Garden Club is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization.
Vertical: 1/2 Page: All sponsorships are tax-deductible and sponsors will receive
2.125 x 4.5 x 3.625" a receipt after the event for their files.
3.625" Photo: Casey Cronin 2026




J MCIAUGHIIN

-+ 1GC Garden Walk Shopping Day,, #

Thursday, October 15 | 11:00 AM - 3:00 PM
J. McLaughlin - 5611 N lllinois St.
Hosted by Brook Johnson & Susie McClain

Join us for an unforgettable shopping experience while supporting our 31st
Annual Garden Walk—because shopping feels even better when it's for a
cause!

o Special Guest: Maggie Link

Owner of EASE Color + Style and a certified color analyst will be available
from 11:00 am to 12:30 pm to share information on the personal color
method to help you discover your perfect colors and create a look that's
uniquely you! She will be happy to schedule a personal appointment and
offer a special discount code for shoppers during this time!

¥ Why You Should Come #f

Bring a friend, explore fabulous styles, and help the Garden Walk bloom with
every purchase. Don't miss out on this fun-filled, feel-good shopping
experience!




Garden Historv and
Design

Garden History and Design- John Bartrum (1600-1777) and
his Garden

If you are in the Philadelphia area don't miss a chance to visit
John Bartrum's garden, the oldest existing botanical garden
inthe United States. It is located in the southwest corner of
Philadelphia on the Schuylkill River. John Bartrum
established the garden in 1728 and over the years walked
from Canada to Florida collecting seeds from plants, many
newly found, to establish his garden. Over 38 years he boxed
many seeds and sent them to England by ship to be shared
with the famous botanists of the time; Peter Collinson, Carl
Linnaeus, and Joseph Banks to name a few. In fact most of the
flowering plants in England are a result of this exchange-
Phlox being a good example. It is estimated he may have
introduced 600 species to England. He discovered a new tree
in southern Georgia which he named after his good friend Ben
Franklin-Franklinia alatamaha. This tree is now extinct in the
wild but can be purchased at his garden.

His botanical significance and contribution to botany can not
be overstated. The book "The Brother Gardeners: Botany,
Empire, and the Birth of an Obsession” by Andrea Wulf is a
fascinating book regarding this era.

Sue Combs - Chair, Garden History and Design



Sducational Sndowment

Educational Endowment Luncheon

Fergus Garrett

Mark Your Calendar!

Photo: Richard Bloom -
@richardbloomphoto Instagram

Be sure to save Friday, October 30 for
our Endowment Luncheon!

We’ll begin the day at 10am at
Newfields with a fascinating lecture by
our guest speaker, Fergus Garrett.
Fergus is an English horticultural
educator and the Chief Executive of the
Great Dixter Charitable Trust.

His lecture will focus on Biodiversity -
a wonderful topic for all of us who
share a love of gardens and the natural
world.

Following the lecture, we will head
across the street to the Woodstock
Club for a 12pm luncheon and time to
enjoy one another's company.

Guests are most welcome!

* IGC Members: No cost

* Guests: $65 per person

An Evite will be sent out in early October.

Pam Baxter - Educational Endowment chair



Yolunteer Opportunity

Holliday Park Needs Your Help!
Huge Planting Day

Friday, September 25, 2026
9:00-11:00am

Join the Garden & Grow group, led by horticulturist Chris Turner, to help plant
5500 Beak Grass plugs under the Yellowwood trees at the Ruins.

Bring a trowel or Japanese planting knife, gloves and maybe a kneeling pad.
Park in the front west parking lots near Spring Mill Road.

No sign up necessary. Come for hour or for the whole time!

Questions? Contact Lisa Hurst lisanhurst@gmail.com OR Betsy Bosway -
bbosway@aol.com
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IGC General Meeting Dates for 2026-27

all Wednesdays, except if noted otherwise

4+ September 23, 2026 —IGC 2027 Zone Flower Show Year!
3:45pm arrival at Woodstock Club
Flower Show Schedule Reveal and Floral Design Division program

4+ October 30, 2026, FRIDAY — Educational Endowment Luncheon with Fergus Garrett
9:45am arrival time, 10am start of talk at Newfields auditorium
followed by 12 noon luncheon at Woodstock Club

+ November 18, 2026 — IGC 2027 Zone Flower Show Year!
9:45am arrival at Carmel Library, Community Room B
Photography Division program and Proposal for Community Projects Grants

+ December 9, 2026 — Holiday Luncheon Meeting
11:30am arrival at Woodstock Club
Garden Walk Reveal, Awards, and bring items for Riley Kids

+ February 17,2027 — ZOOM Meeting
Zoom will open at 9:50am; 10am meeting start
GCA Scholarship Speaker and Amaryllis Show

4+ March 17, 2027 — Conservation program with Jeremy Kranowitz (Keep Indianapolis Beautiful)
9:45am arrival at Broad Ripple Park Family Center

+ April 14, 2027 — 1GC 2027 Zone Flower Show Year!
9:45am arrival at Indianapolis Art Center
Hort Division Nuts & Bolts and IGC 100" Anniversary Planning

+ May 19, 2027 — Garden History & Design program with Mark Zelonis
9:45am arrival at Butler, Robertson Hall
Followed by tour of Holcomb gardens

4 June 11, 2027, FRIDAY — Annual Luncheon Meeting
11:30am arrival at Meridian Hills Country Club
Year in Review, Awards, and President Transition



THE INDIANAPOLIS
GARDEN CLUB

Board of Directors for 2026-2027

President

First Vice President/Community Projects

Second Vice President/Membership
Treasurer

Recording Secretary
Corresponding Secretary
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Awards

Club Administrator

Civic Improvement
Communications & Social Media
Conservation

Directory
Endowment
Floral Design

2027 Flower Show

Garden History and Design

Garden Walk - Sponsors

Garden Walk — Garden Management
Horticulture

Judging
Meetings/Program

Member Engagement/Placement
Newsletter

Nominating

Photography

Scholarship

Visiting Gardens

Website - Tech

Website — Content

2027 Zone X Meeting

Marta Gross
Lara Knitter
Kim Purucker
Liz Krimendahl
Sarah Carter
Melinda Fisher

Mary Grein
Melinda Fisher
Kim Dickman
Sue Welch

Sally Rowland
Lynn Dimond
Jennifer Sanner
Gini Hupfer

Pam Baxter

Sally Perlstein
Sarah Clark
Lindsay Thornton
Mary Watson

Sue Combs

Mary Quinn
Debbie Falk
Elizabeth Rudolph
Gretchen Witt
Jan Sweeney
Claudia Hapak
Kim Marsh

Pam Mahoney
Katy McMurray
Lindsay Thornton
Carolyn Siderys
Erin Baker

Cindy Newcomer
Sarah Nevin Welsh
Betsy Cronin
Sally Lanham

Pat Jacoby

GCA National Leadership Positions

Scholarship — Vice Chair
Zone X — Judging Representative
Zone X — Zone Co-chair

September 7, 2026 revision

Amy MacDonellShepard
Amy Cooke
Lindsay Thornton



Conservation — 13

Lynn Dimond — co-chair
Sally Rowland — co-chair
Jennifer Sanner — co-chair
Stephanie Paine Crossin
Melinda Fisher

Shele French

Lucy Gonso

Sally Gray

Marta Gross

Mo Mau

Jess Stokely

Marita Tuohy

Fionnuala Walsh

Floral Design — 27
Sally Perlstein — co-chair
Sarah Clark — co-chair
Hannah Arbuckle
Pam Baxter

Liz Brainard

Sarah Carter

Sue Combs

Amy Cooke

Kim Dickman
Debbie Falk
Melinda Fisher
Lucy Gonso
Marta Gross
Claudia Hapak
Tracy Holt

Mary Kay Leicht
Nancy Mahany
Pam Mahoney
Kim Marsh
Jennifer Morris
Cami O’Herren
Kim Purucker
Lindsay Thornton
Marita Tuohy
Fionnuala Walsh
Sue Welch

Sarah Welsh

September 7, 2026 revision

Flower Show - 26
Lindsay Thornton — co-chair
Mary Watson — co-chair
Pam Baxter

Sarah Clark

Amy Cooke

Shele French
Shannon Gentile
Lucy Gonso

Lauren Hamilton
Claudia Hapak

Tracy Holt

Brook Johnson
Nancy Mahany

Pam Mahoney
Carolyn McClamroch
Jennifer Morris

Sally Perlstein
Michelle Rogers
Elizabeth Rudolph
Hilary Salatich

Molly Sturman

Jan Sweeney
Fionnuala Walsh
Dede Wamberg

Sue Welch

Sarah Welsh

Garden History & Design — 6
Sue Combs — chair

Betsy Cronin

Stephanie Paine Crossin
Emily Macintosh

Shandon Whistler

Mark Zelonis

Garden Walk — 25

Mary Quinn — co-chair sponsors
Debbie Falk — co-chair garden mngment

Teresa Altemeyer
Hannah Arbuckle
Betsy Bosway

Jill Clark

Betsy Cronin

Kim Dickman
Lucy Gonso
Darcy Griffin

Jill Hall

Brook Johnson
Ellen Lee

Mary Kay Leicht
Emily Macintosh
Kim Marsh
Michele Marxer
Mo Mau

Susie McClain
Paige Miller
Cami O’Herren
Lisa Paunicka
Katie Steele
Kasey Wakefield
Shandon Whistler

IGC Committees for 2026-27

Horticulture — 20
Elizabeth Rudolph — co-chair
Gretchen Witt — co-chair
Erin Baker - co-chair
Betsy Bosway

Sarah Carter

Sue Combs

Marta Gross
Claudia Hapak

Lisa Hurst

Pat Jacoby

Brook Johnson

Sally Lanham

Nancy Mahany
Michele Marxer
Susie McClain

Kelly Noga

Jess Stokely

Jan Sweeney
Fionnuala Walsh
Sue Welch

Photography — 8
Carolyn Siderys — chair
Sarah Clark

Cathy Lawson

Pam Mahoney
Jennifer Morris

Janet Nie

Sally Rowland

Sarah Welsh

Visiting Gardens — 4
Cindy Newcomer — chair
Liz Brainard

Sue Combs

Amy MacDonell Shephard




June General N\eeting
Ninutes

The Indianapolis Garden Club
Annual Meeting and Luncheon
Meridian Hills Country Club June 5,
2026

President’s Welcome and Remarks - Marta Gross

IGC members were greeted with a glass of “good cheer” on arrival to our annual
meeting. Marta welcomed us to MHCC and encouraged members to start their lunches
when served. Marta presented the IGC 2025-26 year in review of 37 activities in 10
minutes. Well done, Marta! Floral centerpieces are available for purchase at $45, cash
or check please.

Executive Committee Reports -

Recording secretary — Mary Kay Leicht

May 2026 General Meeting minutes as sent with the June Agenda were approved.
Corresponding Secretary — Melinda Fisher

Please send Melinda any changes of address, phone number, and email.

2nd VP - Kim Purucker
Introduced the new members: Julia Clark, Paige Miller, and Darcy Giriffin.

Treasurer - Liz Brainard
Reimbursement requests are due before June 30.

Nominating - Lindsay Thornton
Lindsay called for a vote on the Executive Committee slate for 2026-27:

President - Marta Gross

1st VP - Lara Knitter

2nd VP — Kim Purucker

Treasurer — Liz Krimendahl

Recording Secretary — Sarah Carter

Corresponding Secretary — Melinda Fisher
This slate was passed unanimously by the members.

Committee Reports -

Garden Walk - Erin Baker, Molly Sturman, Mary Quinn, and Debbie Falk

Erin thanked the many members and sponsors who once again made this year’s 30"
Garden Walk a success. With 15 new sponsors, our community benefit will be about
$70,000. As Erin explained, “it takes the entire club” to be successful. Starting next
year there will be two co-chairs who will sit on the IGC board for garden walk instead of
four, with several new non-board positions to lighten the load.

Member Engagement — Pam Mahoney
Feedback requests and committee interest surveys will be going out later today or
tomorrow morning and will be due Friday, June 19.



June General Neeting
_ Ninutes

2026-27 General Meeting hostess sign-up is now live on evite.

Newsletter — Katy McMurray
Deadline for submissions for the June newsletter is Monday, June 8.

IGC Awards: Mary Grein and Marta Gross presented the following:

Years of Service: 25 years awarded to Anne Shane and Cindy Eiteljorg.

Above and Beyond the Call of Duty (ABCD) Award: Erin Baker and Molly Sturman from
Garden Walk, Susie McClain and Liz Rudolph as Horticulture chairs, Kim Dickman and
Sally Perlstein as Floral Design Chairs, and Sally Rowland as Conservation chair. Carey
Award : to Lindsay Thornton

Marta gave special thanks to the members who have given their time and support this year.

Members are reminded that the IGC hosts the Zone X Meeting and the Flower Show next
April 27-29, 2027. Pat Jacoby and Sally Lanham will be needing many helpers! Next year
there will be 9 general meetings, 7 board meetings, and many special events, including a
trip to the Louisville Zone Flower Show on Sept. 16. Don’t forget our special Educational
Endowment speaker, Fergus Garrett, will be with us on October 30. The Garden Walk will
be held next year on June 9, 2027.

There is a special ribbon cutting ceremony tomorrow, at Garfield Park for the opening of the
refurbished fountain. The IGC provided funding for gardens around the fountain. General
Meeting Dates for 2026-2027 all on Wednesdays unless noted.

September 23, 2026, 3:45pm arrival at Woodstock

October 30, 2026, Endowment Luncheon with Fergus Garrett - FRIDAY
November 18, 2026, 9:45am arrival

December 9, 2026 ,11:30am arrival Holiday Luncheon at Woodstock
February 17,2027, 10 am meeting start via zoom

March 17, 2027, 9:45am arrival

April 14, 2027, 9:45am arrival

May 19, 2027, 9:45am arrival

June 11, 2027, 11:30am arrival Annual meeting luncheon at Meridian Hills —
FRIDAY

Have a wonderful summer to all!
Respectfully submitted,

Mary Kay Leicht

Recording Secretary
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	Payment, ad/artwork is not due until February 28, 2027, though you can commit now.
	Mary Quinn - Co-Chair Garden Walk
	31ST ANNUAL




	GARDEN WALK
	JUNE 9
	2027 SPONSORSHIP
	SPONSOR INFORMATION
	PAYMENT INFORMATION
	AD SPECIFICATIONS
	SPONSOR BENEFITS
	MONARCH SPONSOR | $5,000
	PEONY SPONSOR | $2,500
	BLOSSOM SPONSOR | $1,250
	LEAF SPONSOR | $250


	IGC Garden Walk Shopping Day 🌸  
	Thursday, October 15 | 11:00 AM – 3:00 PM   J. McLaughlin - 5611 N Illinois St.  
	Hosted by Brook Johnson & Susie McClain  

	Support the 2027 Garden Walk - Shopping for a Cause!  
	Join us for an unforgettable shopping experience while supporting our 31st Annual Garden Walk—because shopping feels even better when it’s for a cause! 
	Special Guest: Maggie Link 🌼  
	Owner of EASE Color + Style and a certiﬁed color analyst will be available from 11:00 am to 12:30 pm to share information on the personal color method to help you discover your perfect colors and create a look that’s uniquely you! She will be happy to schedule a personal appointment and oﬀer a special discount code for shoppers during this time!  
	Why You Should Come 🌿  
	Bring a friend, explore fabulous styles, and help the Garden Walk bloom with every purchase. Don’t miss out on this fun-ﬁlled, feel-good shopping experience!

	Garden History and Design
	Garden History and Design- John Bartrum (1600-1777) and his Garden
	If you are in the Philadelphia area don’t miss a chance to visit John Bartrum’s garden, the oldest existing botanical garden in the United States. It is located in the southwest corner of Philadelphia on the Schuylkill River. John Bartrum established the garden in 1728 and over the years walked from Canada to Florida collecting seeds from plants, many newly found, to establish his garden.  Over 38 years he boxed many seeds and sent them to England by ship to be shared with the famous botanists of the time;  Peter Collinson, Carl Linnaeus, and Joseph Banks to name a few. In fact most of the flowering plants in England are  a result of this exchange- Phlox being a good example. It is estimated he may have introduced 600 species  to England. He discovered a new tree in southern Georgia which he named after his good friend Ben Franklin-Franklinia alatamaha. This tree is now extinct in the wild but can be purchased at his garden.
	His botanical significance and contribution to botany can not be overstated. The book “The Brother Gardeners: Botany, Empire, and the Birth of an Obsession” by Andrea Wulf is a fascinating book regarding this era.
	Sue Combs - Chair, Garden History and Design
	SEPTEMBER, 2026


	Educational Endowment
	Educational Endowment Luncheon Fergus Garrett
	Mark Your Calendar!
	Be sure to save Friday, October 30 for our Endowment Luncheon!
	We’ll begin the day at 10am at Newﬁelds with a fascinating lecture by our guest speaker, Fergus Garrett. Fergus is an English horticultural educator and the Chief Executive of the Great Dixter Charitable Trust.
	His lecture will focus on Biodiversity - a wonderful topic for all of us who share a love of gardens and the natural world.
	Following the lecture, we will head across the street to the Woodstock Club for a 12pm luncheon and time to enjoy one another's company.
	Guests are most welcome!
	IGC Members: No cost Guests: $65 per person
	An Evite will be sent out in early October.
	Pam Baxter - Educational Endowment  chair
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	Volunteer Opportunity
	SEPTEMBER, 2026

	IGC General Meeting Dates for 2026-27
	all Wednesdays, except if noted otherwise
	September 23, 2026 –IGC 2027 Zone Flower Show Year!
	3:45pm arrival at Woodstock Club
	Flower Show Schedule Reveal and Floral Design Division program
	October 30, 2026, FRIDAY – Educational Endowment Luncheon with Fergus Garrett 9:45am arrival time, 10am start of talk at Newfields auditorium
	followed by 12 noon luncheon at Woodstock Club
	November 18, 2026 – IGC 2027 Zone Flower Show Year!
	9:45am arrival at Carmel Library, Community Room B
	Photography Division program and Proposal for Community Projects Grants
	December 9, 2026 – Holiday Luncheon Meeting
	11:30am arrival at Woodstock Club
	Garden Walk Reveal, Awards, and bring items for Riley Kids
	February 17, 2027 – ZOOM Meeting
	Zoom will open at 9:50am; 10am meeting start GCA Scholarship Speaker and Amaryllis Show
	March 17, 2027 – Conservation program with Jeremy Kranowitz (Keep Indianapolis Beautiful) 9:45am arrival at Broad Ripple Park Family Center
	April 14, 2027 – IGC 2027 Zone Flower Show Year!
	9:45am arrival at Indianapolis Art Center
	Hort Division Nuts & Bolts and IGC 100th Anniversary Planning
	May 19, 2027 – Garden History & Design program with Mark Zelonis 9:45am arrival at Butler, Robertson Hall
	Followed by tour of Holcomb gardens
	June 11, 2027, FRIDAY – Annual Luncheon Meeting 11:30am arrival at Meridian Hills Country Club
	Year in Review, Awards, and President Transition
	IGC

	SEPTEMBER, 2026
	Board of Directors for 2026-2027
	GCA National Leadership Positions
	IGC
	Conservation – 13
	Floral Design – 27

	SEPTEMBER, 2026

	IGC Committees for 2026-27
	Horticulture – 20
	Flower Show – 26
	Garden Walk – 25
	September 7, 2026 revision
	IGC
	SEPTEMBER, 2026

	June General Meeting Minutes
	President’s Welcome and Remarks – Marta Gross
	IGC members were greeted with a glass of “good cheer” on arrival to our annual meeting. Marta welcomed us to MHCC and encouraged members to start their lunches when served. Marta presented the IGC 2025-26 year in review of 37 activities in 10 minutes. Well done, Marta! Floral centerpieces are available for purchase at $45, cash or check please.
	Executive Committee Reports –
	Recording secretary – Mary Kay Leicht
	May 2026 General Meeting minutes as sent with the June Agenda were approved. Corresponding Secretary – Melinda Fisher
	Please send Melinda any changes of address, phone number, and email.
	2nd VP – Kim Purucker
	Introduced the new members: Julia Clark, Paige Miller, and Darcy Grifﬁn.
	Treasurer – Liz Brainard
	Reimbursement requests are due before June 30.
	Nominating – Lindsay Thornton
	Lindsay called for a vote on the Executive Committee slate for 2026-27:
	President - Marta Gross
	1st VP – Lara Knitter
	2nd VP – Kim Purucker
	Treasurer – Liz Krimendahl
	Recording Secretary – Sarah Carter Corresponding Secretary – Melinda Fisher
	This slate was passed unanimously by the members.

	Committee Reports –
	Garden Walk – Erin Baker, Molly Sturman, Mary Quinn, and Debbie Falk
	Erin thanked the many members and sponsors who once again made this year’s 30th Garden Walk a success. With 15 new sponsors, our community beneﬁt will be about $70,000. As Erin explained, “it takes the entire club” to be successful. Starting next year there will be two co-chairs who will sit on the IGC board for garden walk instead of four, with several new non-board positions to lighten the load.
	Member Engagement – Pam Mahoney
	Feedback requests and committee interest surveys will be going out later today or tomorrow morning and will be due Friday, June 19.
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