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M AY  1 3 ,  2 0 2 6
H o l l i d a y  P a r k  N a t u r e  C e n t e r

w i t h  K e n  K e f f e r  
a u t h o r  o f  K n o w i n g  t h e  T r e e s

H i k e  w i t h  K e n  a t  9 : 1 5 a m
m e e t i n g  a t  1 0 : 0 0 a m

 E V  s h o w  a n d  p l a n t  s w a p  t o  f o l l o w

U P C O M I N G  D A T E S  A N D  E V E N T S
  *  6 / 3  -  3 0  A n n u a l  G a r d e n  W a l k  9 : 0 0 a m  -  3 : 0 0 p m  t h

  *  6 / 5  -  A n n u a l  M e e t i n g  a n d  l u n c h e o n  -  1 1 : 3 0  a m
 M e r i d i a n  H i l l s  C C  
  *  6 / 1 1  -  D a y t r i p  t o  A l l e r t o n  G a r d e n s
M o n t i c e l l o ,  I l l i n o i s



I t ’ s  M a y !
A n d  y o u  k n o w  w h a t  t h a t  m e a n s  i n  o u r  n a m e s a k e  c i t y !

T h e  I G C  i s  o n  a  c o u n t d o w n  a s  w e l l  –  t o  o u r  3 0  G a r d e n  W a l k  c e l e b r a t i o n
o n  J u n e  3 ,  n o w  l e s s  t h a n  a  m o n t h  a w a y .  A n d  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  A n n u a l
L u n c h e o n  M e e t i n g  w i l l  t a k e  p l a c e  o n  J u n e  5 .   

t h

W e  k i c k e d  o f f  t h e  f e s t i v i t i e s  o n  M a y  1  w i t h  t h e  S t r a w  H a t  w o r k s h o p  –  j u s t
w a i t  u n t i l  y o u  s e e  y o u r  f e l l o w  m e m b e r s  s p o r t i n g  t h e i r  c r e a t i o n s !  C h e c k
s o m e  o u t  o n  p a g e s  9 - 1 0 .   S p e c i a l  t h a n k s  t o  S a l l y  P e r l s t e i n  a n d  K i m
D i c k m a n  f o r  a r r a n g i n g  t h e  w o r k s h o p  a n d  t o  A m y  C o o k e  f o r  t h e
i n f o r m a t i v e  t a l k  o n  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  ( t h e  r u l e s )  a n d  e l e m e n t s  ( t h e  t o o l s )  o f
f l o r a l  d e s i g n .  

B u t  b e f o r e  w e  g e t  t o  o u r  G a r d e n  W a l k  P e a r l ,  t h e r e  i s  t h e  M a y  1 3  G e n e r a l
M e e t i n g  –  w h i c h  w i l l  b e  j a m - p a c k e d  w i t h  a  n a t u r e  w a l k  a n d  t a l k  b y  o u r
M a y  s p e a k e r  K e n  K e f f e r ,  a n  E V  a n d  h y b r i d  s h o w ,  a n d  a  p l a n t  s w a p .  T h a n k
y o u  t o  S a l l y  R o w l a n d  ( E V  s h o w )  a n d  S u s i e  M c C l a i n  a n d  E l i z a b e t h  R u d o l p h
( p l a n t  s w a p )  f o r  p r o v i d i n g  t h e s e  e x t r a  a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  t h e  M a y  m e e t i n g .  S e e
p a g e  3  f o r  t h e  p l a n t  s w a p  i n s t r u c t i o n s

A s  w e  a p p r o a c h  t h e  f i n a l  s t r e t c h  o f  t h e  I G C  2 0 2 5 - 2 6  y e a r ,  I  h o p e  t h a t  y o u
c a n  j o i n  u s  f o r  t h e s e  r e m a i n i n g  e v e n t s .

I n  c l o s i n g ,  I  w a n t  t o  t h a n k  P a m  B a x t e r  f o r  o r c h e s t r a t i n g  t h e  A p r i l
E d u c a t i o n a l  E n d o w m e n t  E v e n t s .  W h a t  a  w h i r l w i n d  t h r e e  d a y s  i t  w a s !  S e e
t h e  w r i t i n g  w o r k s h o p  p i c t u r e s  o n  p a g e  1 8 .  K a t h y r n  A a l t o  g a v e  a  v e r y
e n g a g i n g  t a l k  a n d  o f f e r e d  f r e s h  i n s i g h t s  i n t o  t h e  c l a s s i c  c h i l d r e n ’ s  t a l e s
o f  W i n n i e - t h e - P o o h ,  C h r i s t o p h e r  R o b i n ,  a n d  t h e i r  c o h o r t s ,  t h e  1 0 0  A c r e
W o o d  l a n d s c a p e  t h e y  i n h a b i t e d ,  a n d  t h e  a u t h o r  A . A .  M i l n e  a n d  h i s  s o n ,
C h r i s t o p h e r  R o b i n .   I  a m  c e r t a i n  I  w i l l  v i e w  M i l n e ' s  P o o h  t a l e s  d i f f e r e n t l y
t h e  n e x t  t i m e  I  r e a d  t h e m .
M a r t a
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2



P l a n t  S w a p -  F o r  o u r  r e g u l a r l y  s c h e d u l e d  c l u b  m e e t i n g  a t  H o l l i d a y  P a r k  o n  M a y
1 3 t h ,  C o n s e r v a t i o n  h a s  o r g a n i z e d  K e n  K e f f e r ,  a u t h o r  o f  K n o w i n g  t h e  T r e e s  t o
s p e a k  a t  t h e  g e n e r a l  m e e t i n g .  A f t e r  t h e  m e e t i n g , C o n s e r v a t i o n  p l a n s  t o  h a v e  E V
a n d  h y b r i d  c a r s  t o  s h o w  o f f  i n  t h e  p a r k i n g  a r e a  a n d  H o r t  w i l l  h a v e  a n  " a l l  c l u b "
m e m b e r  p l a n t  s w a p !  
I t ' s  a  f u n ,  l o w ‑ k e y  w a y  t o  s h a r e  w h a t  w e ’ v e  b e e n  g r o w i n g  o r  d i v i d i n g  a n d  p i c k
u p  s o m e t h i n g  n e w  f o r  t h e  g a r d e n .

N o w  i s  a  g o o d  t i m e  t o  t h i n k  o f  w h a t  i s  t o o  b i g  f o r  y o u r  g a r d e n  o r  n o t  i n  t h a t
p e r f e c t  s p o t .  

R u l e s :
L a b e l  y o u r  p l a n t s  a n d  p r o v i d e  b e s t  g r o w i n g  c o n d i t i o n s .
H a v e  p l a n t s  p o t t e d  i n  a  p l a s t i c  r e u s a b l e  c o n t a i n e r
B r i n g  o n e  t o  s w a p  o n e !  B r i n g  t w o  t o  s w a p  t w o !  E t c .

O p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  y o u  t o  v o l u n t e e r -  
S e t  u p  a t  9 a m  - M e m b e r s  d r o p  o f f  t h e i r  p l a n t s  a n d  w e  n e e d  h e l p  o r g a n i z i n g .  
A f t e r  t h e  m e e t i n g  a r o u n d  1 1 a m - P l a n t  s w a p  w i l l  b e  o p e n  f o r  e x c h a n g i n g .  

L e t  u s  k n o w  i f  y o u  c a n  h e l p  o r g a n i z e  t h e  p l a n t s  a s  t h e y  a r r i v e .

E l i z a b e t h  &  S u s i e

E l i z a b e t h  R u d o l p h  c o - c h a i r  H o r t i c u l t u r e
e l i z a b e t h r u d o l p [ h 6 2 @ g m a i l . c o m

S u s i e  M c C l a i n  c o - c h a i r  H o r t i c u l t u r e
s u s i e m c c l @ a o l . c o m

May 13 General Meeting
M A Y ,  2 0 2 6I G C
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H O R T I C U L T U R E
P L A N T  S W A P !

mailto:h62@gmail.com
mailto:susiemccl@aol.com
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  M a y ,  2 0 2 6  

4

I G C

 P H O T O G R A P H Y  N E W S  -  C A R O LY N  S I D E R Y S ,  C H A I R  

T H E  G C A  J U N E  E N E W S  W I L L  B E  I G C  Z O N E  X  T I M E  T O  S H I N E !  E N T E R  A  P H O T O
O F  F L O W E R  O R  G A R D E N  B L O O M I N G  I N  T H E  M O N T H  O F  J U N E .  P H O T O S  C A N  B E

F R O M  P R E V I O U S  Y E A R S .  

P H O T O  S U B M I S S I O N  D E A D L I N E  I S  M AY  1 5 ,  2 0 2 6 .

H e r e  a r e  t h e  d e t a i l s :

P h o t o  S p e c s :
p h o t o s  f r o m  a  p r e v i o u s  J u n e  o r  s e a s o n a l l y  a p p r o p r i a t e  m o n t h s
s t a n d a r d  s i z e  H O R I Z O N T A L  i m a g e s  ( l a n d s c a p e )  O N LY
t a k e n  b y  Z o n e  X  m e m b e r s ,  i n  Z o n e  X
c o l o r  i m a g e s  o n l y ,  n o  c r e a t i v e  m a n i p u l a t i o n
a l l  p h o t o s  s h o u l d  b e  1 M B  o r  l a r g e r

H o w  t o  s e n d  p h o t o s :
e m a i l  p h o t o s  t o  A l i s o n  A l t e n  J i a  a t  e n e w s . a l i s o n a l t e n @ g m a i l . c o m
r e n a m e  p h o t o  i n  t h i s  f o r m a t :  F i r s t  N a m e  L a s t  N a m e ,  G C  n a m e ,  Z o n e
V I I I  ( f o r  e x a m p l e :  A l i s o n  A l t e n  J i a ,  G e o r g e t o w n  G C ,  Z o n e  V I ) ;  o r
i n c l u d e  t h e  m e m b e r ’ s  n a m e ,  c l u b ,  a n d  z o n e  i n  t h e  e m a i l
p l e a s e  D O  N O T  u s e  t h e  e N e w s  a r t i c l e  j o t f o r m  t o  e m a i l  t h e  i m a g e  t o
t h e  G C A

Ye t  m o r e :
c l u b  m e m b e r s  m a y  s e n d  i n  u p  t o  f o u r  p h o t o s
n o  p e t s  o r  i d e n t i f i a b l e  p e o p l e
p l e a s e  d o  n o t  s u b m i t  b l u e  r i b b o n  o r  s p e c i a l  a w a r d  w i n n e r s  i n  a  G C A
p h o t o g r a p h y  s h o w  o r  F o c u s  c o n t e s t ,  a n d  i f  y o u  p l a n  t o  e n t e r  y o u r
i m a g e  i n t o  a  f u t u r e  s h o w ,  d o  n o t  s u b m i t  i t  t o  e N e w s
a l l  p h o t o s  w i l l  b e  a r c h i v e d  f o r  o t h e r  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  u s e ,  s u c h  a s  t h e
c a r o u s e l  o n  t h e  M e m b e r s  A r e a  h o m e p a g e ,  G C A ’ s  P h o t o g r a p h y  F r i d a y
p o s t i n g s  o n  s o c i a l  m e d i a ,  o r  t h e  G C A  a n n u a l  r e p o r t
I m a g e s  u s e d  i n  e N e w s  a n d  s o c i a l  m e d i a  

mailto:enews.alisonalten@gmail.com


I N D I A N A P O L I S G A R D E N C L U B . O R G

INVITES YOU TO THE

30th Annual 

Garden Walk
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 3, 2026

9AM – 3PM

PLEASE PURCHASE TICKETS HERE
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T h e  G a r d e n  W a l k  i s  i n  f u l l  b l o o m ,  a n d  w e  a r e  v e r y  e x c i t e d  a b o u t  a l l  t h e  f e a t u r e s
a t  t h i s  y e a r ’ s  g a r d e n s !  W e  w i l l  h a v e  r a i s e d  b e d  g a r d e n  c o n s u l t a n t s ,  a  p o t t i n g
s h e d  a r t i s t ,  v i o l i n i s t s ,  a n d  l o c a l  a r t i s t s  p a i n t i n g  e n  p l a i n  a i r .  T h e r e  a r e  m a n y
h i s t o r i c  f e a t u r e s  t h i s  y e a r  w i t h  H i l a r y  S a l a t i c h ’ s  h o m e  b e i n g  o n e  o f  t h e  o l d e s t
h o m e s  i n  C r o w ’ s  N e s t .  T h a n k  y o u  t o  H o l e m a n ,  I n c  f o r  h o s t i n g  t h e  p l a n t  s a l e  a t
h e r  g a r d e n .  W e  h a v e  g e m s  i n  M e r i d i a n  K e s s l e r  a n d  F o r e s t  H i l l s ,  a n d  w e  a r e
t h r i l l e d  t o  b e  p a r t n e r i n g  w i t h  N e w f i e l d s ,  w h o  w a s  o u r  f i r s t  g a r d e n  3 0  y e a r s  a g o .
T h e y  a r e  r o l l i n g  o u t  t h e  r e d  c a r p e t  f o r  u s  a n d  a l l  o f  o u r  g u e s t s .  T h e i r
h o r t i c u l t u r i s t s  w i l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e  a l l  d a y  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  g a r d e n s .  Yo u  c a n  e n j o y
s p e c i a l  l u n c h  a n d  d r i n k  o p t i o n s  a s  y o u  t o u r .  A n d  d o  n o t  m i s s  t h e  s n e a k  p e e k  a t
t h e  M a d e l e i n e  F.  E l d e r  G r e e n h o u s e  G a r d e n .  O p e n i n g  i n  M a y  2 0 2 7 ,  i t  w i l l  f e a t u r e
f o u r  s e a s o n  d i s p l a y s ,  f u l l y  a c c e s s i b l e  p a t h w a y s ,  a  p a v i l i o n  f o r  g a r d e n  b a s e d
i n t e r a c t i v e  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s ,  a  c u l i n a r y  h u b ,  a n d  e v e n t u a l l y  s e a s o n a l
p r o d u c e  t o  s u p p o r t  l o c a l  c o m m u n i t i e s .  A  n o d  t o  o u r  b e l o v e d  f o r m e r  m e m b e r
w h o  g a v e  s o  m u c h  t o  t h e  C l u b  a n d  o u r  c o m m u n i t y .
I f  y o u  h a v e n ’ t  s i g n e d  u p  f o r  a  s h i f t  y e t ,  y o u  c a n  d o  s o  a t :

H T T P S : / / W W W . E V I T E . C O M / S I G N U P - S H E E T / 6 2 8 0 2 5 4 6 7 6 2 7 1 1 0 4 / ?
U T M _ C A M P A I G N = S E N D _ S H A R A B L E _ L I N K & U T M _ S O U R C E = E V I T E L I N K & U T M _ M E D I U M = S H A R A B L

E _ I N V I T E

https://www.evite.com/signup-sheet/6280254676271104/?utm_campaign=send_sharable_link&utm_source=evitelink&utm_medium=sharable_invite
https://www.evite.com/signup-sheet/6280254676271104/?utm_campaign=send_sharable_link&utm_source=evitelink&utm_medium=sharable_invite
https://www.evite.com/signup-sheet/6280254676271104/?utm_campaign=send_sharable_link&utm_source=evitelink&utm_medium=sharable_invite


Yo u  c a n  a l s o  p i c k  u p  o r  p u r c h a s e  y o u r  t i c k e t s  a t  t h e  G e n e r a l
M e e t i n g  a t  H o l l i d a y  P a r k  t h i s  W e d n e s d a y ,  M a y  1 3 .  S p o n s o r  p a c k e t s
w i l l  b e  r e a d y  t o o !  A n d  t h a n k  y o u  t o  a l l  o u r  M e m b e r  S p o n s o r s .  W e  s o
a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  m a k i n g  t h e  G a r d e n  W a l k  a
c o n t i n u e d  s u c c e s s !
L o o k  f o r  y o u r  G a r d e n  W a l k  R e c e p t i o n  I n v i t a t i o n  c o m i n g  s o o n  f o r  y o u
a n d  a  g u e s t .  W e  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  h o n o r i n g  o u r  G a r d e n  O w n e r s  a n d
S p o n s o r s  a n d  c e l e b r a t e  o u r  m e m b e r s  f o r  a l l  t h e i r  h a r d  w o r k  i n  a
v e r y  s p e c i a l  w a y  a t  t h e  B e e r  G a r d e n  a t  N e w f i e l d s .  A  s p e c i a l  t h a n k s
g o e s  t o  O E G  a g a i n  f o r  h o s t i n g  t h i s  y e a r .
W e  a r e  s o  e x c i t e d  f o r  w h a t  i s  i n  s t o r e  f o r  o u r  3 0 t h  A n n u a l  G a r d e n
W a l k .  P l e a s e  l e t  u s  k n o w  i f  y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s !

Y O U R  G A R D E N  W A L K  C O  C H A I R S ;  
E R I N  B A K E R ,  M O L L Y  S T U R M A N ,  M A R Y  Q U I N N  A N D  D E B B I E  F A L K
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E V E N T B R I G H T

T I C K E T  S A L E S  A R E  U N D E R  W A Y !  
T H E Y  C A N  B E  P U R C H A S E D  O N L I N E  B Y  C L I C K I N G  O N  T H E  L I N K  B E L O W :

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/indianapolis-garden-club-30th-annual-garden-walk-tickets-1983463589991?aff=oddtdtcreator
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O N  B E H A L F  O F  T H E  N O M I N A T I N G  C O M M I T T E E ,  P L E A S E  F I N D  B E L O W  T H E
P R O P O S E D  S L A T E  F O R  T H E  2 0 2 6 – 2 0 2 7  E X E C U T I V E  B O A R D .  T H I S  S L A T E  W A S

R E V I E W E D  A N D  A P P R O V E D  B Y  T H E  B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S  A T  I T S  M E E T I N G  O N
W E D N E S D AY ,  M AY  6 ,  A N D  W I L L  B E  P R E S E N T E D  T O  T H E  M E M B E R S H I P  F O R  A

F I N A L  V O T E  A T  T H E  A N N U A L  M E E T I N G  I N  J U N E .

2 0 2 6 - 2 0 2 7
I N D I A N A P O L I S  G A R D E N  C L U B  E X E C U T I V E  B O A R D

P R O P O S E D  S L A T E

P r e s i d e n t                                                               M a r t a  G r o s s  
F i r s t  V i c e  P r e s i d e n t / C o m m u n i t y  P r o j e c t s          L a r a  K n i t t e r
S e c o n d  V i c e  P r e s i d e n t / M e m b e r s h i p                   K i m  P u r u c k e r
Tr e a s u r e r                                                               L i z  K r i m e n d a h l
R e c o r d i n g  S e c r e t a r y                                             S a r a h  C a r t e r
C o r r e s p o n d i n g  S e c r e t a r y                                     M e l i n d a  F i s h e r



W E L C O M E  N E W  M E M B E R S

W E L C O M E  T O  O U R  2 0 2 6  N E W  M E M B E R S !  T H E S E  M E M B E R S  W I L L  B E
I N T R O D U C E D  A T  T H E  A N N U A L  M E E T I N G  O N  J U N E  5 .   P L E A S E  J O I N  M E  I N

W E L C O M I N G  T H E M  T O  T H E  I N D I A N A P O L I S  G A R D E N  C L U B !

1 . J u l i a  “ J i l l ”  C l a r k
S p o n s o r :  J i l l  F a i l e y
S e c o n d :  S u e  W e l c h  &  E m i l y  M c I n t o s h

2 . D a r c y  G r i f f i n
S p o n s o r :  J i l l  H a l l
S e c o n d :  L y n n  D i m o n d  &  C a m i  O ’ H e r r e n

3 . P a i g e  M i l l e r
S p o n s o r :  S h e l e  F r e n c h
S e c o n d :  L a u r e n  H a m i l t o n  &  S h a n d o n  W h i s t l e r

Membership 
M A Y ,  2 0 2 6I G C
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Floral Design 
M A Y ,  2 0 2 6

1 0

I G C

2 3  G a r d e n  C l u b  m e m b e r s  r e c e n t l y  g a t h e r e d  f o r  a  d e l i g h t f u l  a n d  c r e a t i v e
w o r k s h o p ,  p r e p a r i n g  f o r  t h e  u p c o m i n g  g a r d e n  w a l k  b y  a d o r n i n g  t h e i r  o w n
s t r a w  h a t s  w i t h  r i b b o n ,  g r e e n e r y  a n d  s i l k  f l o w e r s .  A m y  C o o k e  k i c k  s t a t e d
t h e  w o r k s h o p  b y  p r e s e n t i n g  P r i n c i p l e s  ( t h e  R u l e s )  a n d  E l e m e n t s  ( t h e
To o l s )  o f  d e s i g n .  W e  a l l  t o o k  w h a t  w e  l e a r n e d  f r o m  A m y  a n d  t a c k l e d  o u r
s t r a w  h a t s !
A s  m e m b e r s  t r i e d  o n  t h e i r  f i n i s h e d  h a t s ,  t h e r e  w a s  a  s h a r e d  s e n s e  o f
a n t i c i p a t i o n  f o r  t h e  g a r d e n  w a l k ,  w h e r e  t h e s e  b e a u t i f u l  h a n d m a d e  p i e c e s
w i l l  b r i n g  b a c k  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  o f  w e a r i n g  g a r d e n  h a t s  t o  t h i s  y e a r ’ s  G a r d e n
W a l k ,  J u n e  3 ,  2 0 2 6 .



Floral Design 
M A Y ,  2 0 2 6
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W O R K S H O P  S P O N S O R E D  B Y  P E T A L  P U S H E R  C O - C H A I R S :  K I M  D I C K M A N  A N D
S A L LY  P E R L S T E I N



Civic Improvement
  M a y ,  2 0 2 6  

1 2

I G C

                          

T h e  E l i z a b e t h  A b e r n a t h y  H u l l  A w a r d  i s  g i v e n  o u t  e a c h  y e a r  b y  t h e  G C A  t o
“ l o c a l  c h a m p i o n s  w h o  i m p a r t  t o  c h i l d r e n  a  l o v e  a n d  c o n c e r n  f o r  t h e  n a t u r a l
e n v i r o n m e n t .”  W e  a r e  p l e a s e  t o  a n n o u n c e  t h a t  A m a n d a  S m i t h  w i t h
H a m i l t o n  C o u n t y  P a r k s  a n d  R e c r e a t i o n  w a s  n o m i n a t e d  b y  t h e  C i v i c
I m p r o v e m e n t s  C o m m i t t e e  a n d  w o n !  M a r t a  G r o s s  a n d  G i n i  H u p f e r  p r e s e n t e d
A m a n d a  w i t h  a  c e r t i f i c a t e  r e c o g n i z i n g  h e r  3 0 +  y e a r s  w o r k i n g  w i t h  y o u t h s
i n s t i l l i n g  a  l o v e  o f  n a t u r e  a t  H a m i l t o n  C o u n t y  P a r k s  a n d  R e c r e a t i o n  a l o n g
w i t h  a  c h e c k  f o r  $ 1 0 0 0 .

G i n i  H u p f e r ,  C h a i r  C i v i c  I m p r o v e m e n t



Community Projects
  M a y ,  2 0 2 6  

1 3

I G C

G R A N T E E S  P R O V I D E  P R O J E C T  U P D A T E S
I G C  G R A N T  R E C I P I E N T S  W E R E  B U S Y  O V E R  T H E  W I N T E R  M O N T H S  D E S I G N I N G
G A R D E N S ,  F I N A L I Z I N G  P L A N T  S E L E C T I O N S ,  C R E A T I N G  M A T E R I A L  L I S T S ,  A N D

S E E K I N G  Q U O T E S .  H E R E  A R E  A  F E W  H I G H L I G H T S  F R O M  T H E  I N T E R I M
R E P O R T S :

1 . A W S U M  ( A m a z i n g  W o m e n  S t a n d i n g  U n i t e d  i n  M o t h e r h o o d )  h a s  b e e n
b u s y  p r e p p i n g  g a r d e n  b e d s  a n d  h a s  p u r c h a s e d  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  t h e
c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  p l a n t e r  b o x e s  a n d  p a t h w a y .

2 . B u t l e r  U n i v e r s i t y  w i l l  b e  o r d e r i n g  t h e  S t o r y  W a l k  s i g n  f r a m e s  t h i s
m o n t h .  A  d r a f t  h a s  b e e n  d e v e l o p e d  f o r  t h e  s t o r y  a n d  w i l l  b e
i l l u s t r a t e d  t h i s  F a l l .  F i n a l  i n s t a l l a t i o n  w i l l  b e  b y  M a r c h  2 0 2 7 .

3 . C o n n e r  P r a i r i e  h a s  p r e p p e d  t h e  p o l l i n a t o r  g a r d e n  b e d  f o r  M a y
p l a n t i n g .  T h e  g a r d e n  d e s i g n  h a s  b e e n  f i n a l i z e d  a n d  p l a n t s  o r d e r e d .

4 . C r o w n  H i l l  F o u n d a t i o n  c o m p l e t e d  b e d  p r e p a r a t i o n  a n d  w i l l  b e
p l a n t i n g  t h e  n a t i v e  p e r e n n i a l s  i n  t h e  c o m i n g  w e e k s .  C H F  h a s  b e e n
w o r k i n g  d i l i g e n t l y  t o  p r o c u r e  a s  m a n y  o f  t h e  5 6 ,  r e g i s t e r e d ,  H e l e n
L i n k  h y b r i d s  a s  t h e y  p o s s i b l y  c a n .  

5 . F r i e n d s  o f  G a r f i e l d  P a r k ,  I n c .  p u r c h a s e d  a n d  i n s t a l l e d  t h e  S u n k e n
G a r d e n  p l a n t i n g s .  T h e y  a r e  s t i l l  s e e k i n g  q u o t e s  f o r  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  t h e
w e d d i n g  a r c h .  T h e y  m a y  r e p l a c e  i t  b a s e d  o n  i t s  c o n d i t i o n .  

6 . I n d i a n a p o l i s  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  F o u n d a t i o n  h a s  d i s t r i b u t e d  o v e r  1 0 0 , 0 0 0
s e e d  p a c k e t s  a s  o f  A p r i l  3 0 .t h

7 . M a r i a n  U n i v e r s i t y  i s  p r o j e c t e d  t o  h a v e  c o m p l e t e d  a l l  p l a n t i n g  i n  t i m e
f o r  g r a d u a t i o n  c e r e m o n i e s .

8 . N e w f i e l d s  d e c o m p a c t e d  s o i l  a r o u n d  t h e  t h r e e  h e i r l o o m  t r e e s  a n d
a d d e d  b i o c h a r .  P l a n t i n g s  w i l l  b e  i n s t a l l e d  t h i s  S p r i n g  t o  d i s c o u r a g e
f o o t  t r a f f i c  a t  t h e  b a s e  o f  t h e  t r e e s .

9 . R a n d o m  A c t s  o f  F l o w e r s  u s e s  t h e  g r a n t  f u n d s  t o  o f f s e t  t h e  t w i c e
w e e k l y  c o s t  o f  c o m p o s t i n g  w i t h  G r e e n  W i t h  I n d y .

1 0 . S o u l  F o o d  P r o j e c t  I n d y  ( S F P I )  d i s t r i b u t e d  S p r i n g  p l a n t s  a n d  s e e d s  t o
f a m i l i e s  A p r i l  2 5  a f t e r  a n  e d u c a t i o n a l  w o r k s h o p .

1 1 . T h e  C h i l d r e n ’ s  M u s e u m  o f  I n d i a n a p o l i s  h a s  e x p e r i e n c e d  d e l a y s
i m p l e m e n t i n g  w o r k  o n  t h e  n e w  n a t i v e  p l a n t  g a r d e n  b e d s  d u e  t o  a
d e l a y  i n  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  w o r k  b y  t h e  C i t y  o f  I n d i a n a p o l i s .  I t  i s
a n t i c i p a t e d  t h e  b e a u t i f i c a t i o n  e f f o r t s  a n d  n a t i v e  p l a n t i n g s  w i l l  b e g i n
F a l l  o f  2 0 2 6 .
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Visiting Gardens 
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1 5

N E W P O R T  R H O D E  I S L A N D
F L O W E R  S H O W
6 / 1 8 - 2 0  2 0 2 7

D E T A I L S  A R E  S T I L L  I N  T H E  W O R K S  B U T  I F  Y O U  A R E  A T  A L L  I N T E R E S T E D  I N
A T T E N D I N G  P L E A S E  E M A I L  C I N D Y  N E W C O M E R  ( V I S I T I N G  G A R D E N S  C H A I R )  A T

C I N D Y N E W C O M E R @ G M A I L . C O M .  T H A N K S !

mailto:cindynewcomer@gmail.com


G C A  2 0 2 6  A n n u a l  M e e t i n g  R e p o r t
A s  y o u r  p r e s i d e n t ,  I  h a d  t h e  p l e a s u r e  o f  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  G C A  A n n u a l  M e e t i n g  o n
A p r i l  1 9 - 2 1  i n  N Y C .  I t  w a s  a  s t r e a m l i n e d  f o r m a t  t h i s  y e a r ,  w i t h  o n l y  t h e
p r e s i d e n t  a t t e n d i n g  f r o m  e a c h  o f  t h e  1 9 9  G C A  c l u b s ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  u s u a l
p r e s i d e n t  a n d  o n e  d e l e g a t e .  T h a t ,  h o w e v e r ,  d i d  n o t  s t o p  t h e  s o c i a l  b u z z  t h a t
o c c u r r e d  a n d  w a s  m o s t  e v i d e n t  d u r i n g  t h e  o p e n i n g  c o c k t a i l  r e c e p t i o n ,  w h e r e
G C A  c o m m i t t e e s  h o s t e d  s t a t i o n s  t h a t  w e r e  d i s p e r s e d  a r o u n d  t h e  r o o m .
A t t e n d e e s  m i n g l e d  a n d  m o v e d  b e t w e e n  s t a C o n s ,  g a t h e r i n g  c o m m i 4 e e  s t a m p s
a s  t h e y  w e n t .  A n y o n e  w h o  c o l l e c t e d  a t  l e a s t  1 5  s t a m p s  q u a l i f i e d  f o r  a  p r i z e
d r a w i n g .  I t  w a s  a  s u c c e s s f u l  i c e  b r e a k e r  f o r  m e e t i n g  n e w  p e o p l e  a n d  f o r
l e a r n i n g  m o r e  a b o u t  G C A ' s  v a r i o u s  c o m m i t t e e s .

T h e  b u s i n e s s  m e e t i n g  k e y n o t e  s p e a k e r s  w e  h e a r d  f r o m  w e r e  b o t h  v e r y
i m p r e s s i v e  w o m e n .  B e t s y  S m i t h ,  P r e s i d e n t  &  C E O ,  C e n t r a l  P a r k  C o n s e r v a n c y
g a v e  a n  i n f o r m a t i v e  t a l k  o n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  C e n t r a l  P a r k ,  h o w  t h e  C o n s e r v a n c y
c a m e  t o  b e  a f t e r  t h e  N Y C  f i n a n c i a l  c r i s i s  o f  t h e  1 9 7 0 ’ s ,  t h e  C o n s e r v a n c y ’ s  4 5 -
y e a r  r e s t o r a C o n  o f  C e n t r a l  P a r k ,  a n d  i t s  p l a n s  f o r  t h e  l o n g - t e r m  h e a l t h  o f
b o t h  C e n t r a l  P a r k  a n d  t h e  C o n s e r v a n c y .

L i s a  S w i t k i n ,  2 0 0 8  R e c i p i e n t  o f  t h e  G C A ' s  R o m e  P r i z e  F e l l o w s h i p  i n
L a n d s c a p e  A r c h i t e c t u r e ,  a  l a n d s c a p e  a r c h i t e c t  w h o s e  w o r k  e x p l o r e s  t h e  c i v i c ,
c u l t u r a l ,  a n d  e c o l o g i c a l  p o t e n t i a l  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  r e a l m ,  s p o k e  a b o u t  m a n y  o f
t h e  c o m p l e x  p u b l i c  p r o j e c t s  t h a t  s h e  h a s  w o r k e d  o n  i n  N e w  Yo r k ,  i n c l u d i n g
t h e  H i g h  L i n e ,  G a n s e v o o r t  P e n i n s u l a  i n  H u d s o n  R i v e r  P a r k ,  a n d  B r o o k l y n ’ s
D o m i n o  P a r k ,  a s  w e l l  a s  m a s t e r  p l a n s  f o r  S t a t e n  I s l a n d ’ s  F r e s h k i l l s  P a r k .

T h e r e  w e r e  s e v e r a l  o p t i o n a l  l e c t u r e s  a n d  o u t d o o r  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  c h o o s e  f r o m .
A t  o n e  l e c t u r e  I  a t t e n d e d ,  I  l e a r n e d  a b o u t  h o w  t h e  B i l l i o n  O y s t e r  P r o j e c t  i s
r e s t o r i n g  o y s t e r  r e e f s  i n  t h e  N e w  Yo r k  H a r b o r  i n  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  N e w  Yo r k
C i t y  c o m m u n i t i e s .  A t  o n e  t i m e ,  N e w  Yo r k  C i t y  o y s t e r s  w e r e  p l e n t i f u l  a n d  a
c o m m o n  f o o d  s o u r c e .  S a d l y ,  i t  t o o k  l e s s  t h a n  1 0 0  y e a r s  t o  w i p e  o u t  t h e  o y s t e r
p o p u l a t i o n .  To  d a t e ,  m o r e  t h a n  1 7 5  m i l l i o n  o y s t e r s  h a v e  b e e n  r e s t o r e d ,  3
m i l l i o n  p o u n d s  o f  s h e l l s  c o l l e c t e d ,  a n d  1 5 , 0 0 0  s t u d e n t s  i n v o l v e d .

T h e  m e e t i n g  w a s  c a p p e d  o ff  b y  a  l o v e l y  A w a r d s  B r u n c h  e v e n t  i n  c e l e b r a C o n  o f
t e n  n e w  n a t i o n a l  m e d a l i s t s .  N e x t  y e a r ,  t h e  2 0 2 7  G C A  A n n u a l  M e e t i n g  w i l l
r e t u r n  t o  i t s  P r e s i d e n t  a n d  o n e  d e l e g a t e  f o r m a t ,  a n d  w i l l  t a k e  p l a c e  i n
W i l m i n g t o n ,  D e l a w a r e .

R e s p e c t f u l l y  S u b m i t t e d ,
M a r t a  G r o s s

GCA Annual Meeting
M A Y ,  2 0 2 6I G C
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Picture This
A P R I L ,  2 0 2 6I G C

S A R A H  W E L S H ’ S  
G C A  V I S I T I N G  G A R D E N S  T R I P  T O  B H U T A N

T H E  U L T I M A T E  M O N A S T E R Y
H I K E .  1 5 0 0  F E E T

E L E V A T I O N .  5  M I L E S  R O U N D
T R I P.  T H E  M O N A S T E R Y  I S

B E H I N D  U S  U P  O N  T H E
H I L L .  P E O P L E  T R A V E L  F R O M

A L L  O V E R  T H E  W O R L D  T O
C O M E  T O  H I K E  T O  T H I S

P L A C E .  I T ’ S  T H E  H O L I E S T
O F  H O L I E S  F O R  B U D D H I S M .

O N E  O F  M Y  F A V E S .  T H E S E  L A D I E S  W E R E
M I X I N G  C O N C R E T E  B Y  H A N D  A N D  Y E T  T H E Y
W E R E  S T I L L  H A P P Y  T O  T A K E  A  B R E A K  S O  I

C O U L D  G R A B  A  P H O T O  ( I  F I T  R I G H T  I N
H E R E ! )  

G C A  T R A V E L E R S  I N  
F O R M A L  B H U T A N E S E  D R E S S  
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Picture This
M A Y ,  2 0 2 6I G C

P R A Y E R  F L A G S
E V E R Y W H E R E .

B E A U T I F U L .

P L A N T  O N  A  H I K E

I  D I D N ’ T  T A K E  T H I S  P H O T O .  B U T  A N O T H E R  M E M B E R  D I D .  A N D  I T ’ S  A
L O V E L Y  R E P R E S E N T A T I O N  O F  T H E  M A G N I F I C E N T  W I L D

R H O D O D E N D R O N S  T H A T  T H R I V E  I N  T H E  C O O L ,  M O U N T A I N O U S
C O U N T R Y S I D E .  A S  W E L L  A S  A N  E X A M P L E  O F  T Y P I C A L  E V E R Y D A Y  F E M A L E

B H U T A N E S E  D R E S S .

S A R A H  W E L S H ’ S  
G C A  V I S I T I N G  G A R D E N S  T R I P  T O  B H U T A N
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Picture This
M A Y ,  2 0 2 6I G C

W R I T I N G  I N  N A T U R E  W O R K S H O P  W I T H  K A T H R Y N  A A L T O



The Indianapolis Garden Club 
April 15, 2026 Educational Endowment Luncheon 

Ritz Charles 

President’s Remarks – Marta Gross 
IGC members and their guests were welcomed to the Spring Educational Endowment
Luncheon, and many thanks to Kathryn Aalto, our speaker, for joining us today. 
A reminder to all that April has once again been proclaimed Native Plant month in Indiana –
there is some information on this at the tables in the back. 

Garden Walk – Erin Baker 
Garden Walk tickets have been mailed. The electronic ticketing goes live today. IGC 
members can pick up their tix at the May General meeting. Tickets will again be sold at 
Charles Mayer. Pat Sullivan (of Sullivan’s Hardware) will welcome representatives from 
Garden Walk on his Saturday morning radio show on May 9. 

The meeting was paused so members and their guests could enjoy lunch. 

Educational Endowment – Pam Baxter – Pam introduced our speaker and informed
everyone that Kathryn is selling and signing her books after her talk. Introduction: Kathryn
Aalto is an American landscape designer, historian, writer, and speaker living in Exeter,
England. She has a master’s degrees in garden history and creative nonfiction with a
particular interest in literary landscapes. Before her expat life, she taught American
Literature of Nature and Place in the Pacific Northwest. 
Kathryn presented a lovely slide show, depicting scenes and characters from her book 
“The Natural World of Winnie-the-Pooh.” Kathryn’s presentation was well received and
there were several questions. She appeared to enjoy herself while visiting with us! 

After Kathryn’s talk and questions: 
Amy Shepard spoke about GCA Scholarship: Over $604,000 has been awarded by GCA to 
scholarship winners this year. 

Marta thanked Sally Perlstein and Kim Dickman (co-chairs for Floral Design / Petal 
Pushers) for orchestrating the creation of the lovely woodland table centerpieces. There 
was one centerpiece given away to an attendee, and Amy Shepard was the lucky winner. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Mary Kay Leicht 
Recording secretary 

April Minutes
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	MAY 13, 2026 Holliday Park Nature Center with Ken Keffer  author of Knowing the Trees Hike with Ken at 9:15am meeting at 10:00am
	EV show and plant swap to follow
	UPCOMING DATES AND EVENTS   * 6/3 - 30th Annual Garden Walk 9:00am - 3:00pm    * 6/5 - Annual Meeting and luncheon - 11:30 am  Meridian Hills CC    * 6/11 - Daytrip to Allerton Gardens Monticello, Illinois
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	May 13 General Meeting
	HORTICULTURE PLANT SWAP!
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	Photography
	PHOTOGRAPHY NEWS - CAROLYN SIDERYS, CHAIR
	THE GCA JUNE ENEWS WILL BE IGC ZONE X TIME TO SHINE! ENTER A PHOTO OF FLOWER OR GARDEN BLOOMING IN THE MONTH OF JUNE. PHOTOS CAN BE FROM PREVIOUS YEARS.
	PHOTO SUBMISSION DEADLINE IS MAY 15, 2026.

	INVITES YOU TO THE
	30th Annual  Garden Walk WEDNESDAY, JUNE 3, 2026 9AM – 3PM
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	Garden Walk 2026
	The Garden Walk is in full bloom, and we are very excited about all the features at this year’s gardens! We will have raised bed garden consultants, a potting shed artist, violinists, and local artists painting en plain air. There are many historic features this year with Hilary Salatich’s home being one of the oldest homes in Crow’s Nest. Thank you to Holeman, Inc for hosting the plant sale at her garden. We have gems in Meridian Kessler and Forest Hills, and we are thrilled to be partnering with Newfields, who was our first garden 30 years ago. They are rolling out the red carpet for us and all of our guests. Their horticulturists will be available all day throughout the gardens. You can enjoy special lunch and drink options as you tour. And do not miss the sneak peek at the Madeleine F. Elder Greenhouse Garden. Opening in May 2027, it will feature four season displays, fully accessible pathways, a pavilion for garden based interactive and educational programs, a culinary hub, and eventually seasonal produce to support local communities. A nod to our beloved former member who gave so much to the Club and our community. If you haven’t signed up for a shift yet, you can do so at:
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	Garden Walk 2026
	TICKET SALES ARE UNDER WAY!  THEY CAN BE PURCHASED ONLINE BY CLICKING ON THE LINK BELOW:
	EVENTBRIGHT
	You can also pick up or purchase your tickets at the General Meeting at Holliday Park this Wednesday, May 13. Sponsor packets will be ready too! And thank you to all our Member Sponsors. We so appreciate your commitment to making the Garden Walk a continued success! Look for your Garden Walk Reception Invitation coming soon for you and a guest. We look forward to honoring our Garden Owners and Sponsors and celebrate our members for all their hard work in a very special way at the Beer Garden at Newfields. A special thanks goes to OEG again for hosting this year. We are so excited for what is in store for our 30th Annual Garden Walk. Please let us know if you have any questions!
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	Nominating Committee
	ON BEHALF OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE, PLEASE FIND BELOW THE PROPOSED SLATE FOR THE 2026–2027 EXECUTIVE BOARD. THIS SLATE WAS REVIEWED AND APPROVED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS AT ITS MEETING ON WEDNESDAY, MAY 6, AND WILL BE PRESENTED TO THE MEMBERSHIP FOR A FINAL VOTE AT THE ANNUAL MEETING IN JUNE.
	2026-2027 INDIANAPOLIS GARDEN CLUB EXECUTIVE BOARD PROPOSED SLATE
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	Membership
	WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
	WELCOME TO OUR 2026 NEW MEMBERS! THESE MEMBERS WILL BE INTRODUCED AT THE ANNUAL MEETING ON JUNE 5.  PLEASE JOIN ME IN WELCOMING THEM TO THE INDIANAPOLIS GARDEN CLUB!
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	Community Projects
	GRANTEES PROVIDE PROJECT UPDATES IGC GRANT RECIPIENTS WERE BUSY OVER THE WINTER MONTHS DESIGNING GARDENS, FINALIZING PLANT SELECTIONS, CREATING MATERIAL LISTS, AND SEEKING QUOTES. HERE ARE A FEW HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE INTERIM REPORTS:
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	Visiting Gardens
	NEWPORT RHODE ISLAND FLOWER SHOW 6/18-20 2027
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	GCA Annual Meeting
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	Picture This
	SARAH WELSH’S  GCA VISITING GARDENS TRIP TO BHUTAN
	PRAYER FLAGS EVERYWHERE. BEAUTIFUL.
	PLANT ON A HIKE
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