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Dear Members 

The year went by in the blink of an eye. The ending was lovely with the 30  th

Garden Walk and Reception on what one member said was “the best weather day 
we have ever had for a Garden Walk.” Our Garden Walk co-chairs, Erin Baker, 
Molly Struman, Mary Quinn, and Debbie Falk delivered a PEARL of a day! 

I enjoyed seeing so many of you under the tent at Meridian Hills last Friday for the 
Annual Meeting Luncheon. It was fun (for me at least) to review all that the 
members accomplished this past year – 37 activities. For those of you who missed 
the luncheon, you will have to read about it in the history section on the IGC 
website afer it gets posted. Kim Purucker introduced us to our three new 
members: Jill Clark, Darcy Griffin, and Paige Miller. Welcome Jill, Darcy, and 
Paige! See pages 6-8 for their bios. Several members received awards and 
recognition. See the next page for the awards that were presented. 
And now it’s time to put the IGC 2025-26 year into the history books … er … rather 
on the IGC website in the History section! And speaking of the IGC website, don’t 
forget to answer the questions in the survey, which you should have received last 
Saturday, related to the IGC website, as well as all the other questions ☺. 

Sarah Welsh and I appreciate the feedback as we work to redesign certain aspects 
of the members page. If you did not receive the survey, please reach out to Pam 
Mahoney or me and we will make sure you get one. Please submit your survey 
responses by Friday, June 19 . th

Looking forward – next year will be a busy one as well. We have the Zone Flower 
Show and Meeting on April 27-29, 2027. And we have a fantastic Educational 
Endowment Speaker on October 30, 2026 – Fergus Garrett. And of course, there 
will be several excellent programs sponsored by club commitees. See page 9 for 
the General Meeting schedule. 

I hope you all have a fun and relaxing summer, and I look forward to seeing you at 
Woodstock on Wednesday afternoon @ 4:00 pm, September 23, 2026, for the first 
general meeting of IGC’s 2026-27 year! 

My best,  Marta



M E M B E R S  R E C O G N I Z E D  A T  T H E  A N N U A L  M E E T I N G
A B O V E  A N D  B E Y O N D  T H E  C A L L  O F  D U T Y  ( A B C D )  A W A R D S

T h i s  y e a r ’ s  s e v e n  A B C D  a w a r d s  a l l  h a d  a  c o m m o n  t h e m e  “ t e a m w o r k .”

T h e  f i r s t  t w o  a w a r d  r e c i p i e n t s  a r e  i m p r e s s i v e  t e a m m a t e s  a n d  l e a d e r s .  T h e y
e a c h  h a d  s p e c i f i c  a r e a s  t h e y  w e r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a n d  h a d  t o  c o o r d i n a t e
w i t h  t h e  w h o l e  t e a m  t o  m a k e  i t  a  s m o o t h - r u n n i n g  o p e r a t i o n .  W h a t  i s  t h e
“ i t ”  –  G a r d e n  W a l k  o f  c o u r s e .  T h e  A B C D s  w e r e  a w a r d e d  t o  E r i n  B a k e r  f o r
“ m a s t e r f u l l y  m a n a g i n g  l o g i s t i c s  o n  n i n e  s t e l l a r  g a r d e n  s i t e s  r e s u l t i n g  i n
t w o  s u c c e s s f u l  G a r d e n  W a l k s ”  a n d  t o  M o l l y  S t u r m a n  f o r  “ p r e p a r i n g  e x c e l l e n t
b r a n d i n g  m a t e r i a l s  a n d  p l a n n i n g  e x c e p t i o n a l  r e c e p t i o n s  f o r  t w o  s u c c e s s f u l
g a r d e n  w a l k s .”   

  
T h e  n e x t  t w o  r e c i p i e n t s  a r e  a n  i m p r e s s i v e  t e a m .  T h i s  p a s t  y e a r ,  t h e y
s p o n s o r e d  a  g e n e r a l  m e e t i n g  p r o g r a m  a n d  f i v e  ( 5 )  e v e n t s  f o r  m e m b e r s  a n d
t h e  l a s t  o n e  w a s  a  f i r s t  f o r  t h e  c l u b  –  T h e  P l a n t  S w a p .  O u r  H o r t i c u l t u r e  c o -
c h a i r s  S u s i e  M c C l a i n  a n d  E l i z a b e t h  R u d o l p h  r e c e i v e d  A B C D  a w a r d s  f o r
“ p r o v i d i n g  o u t s t a n d i n g  e d u c a t i o n a l  h o r t i c u l t u r a l  p r o g r a m s  f o r  m e m b e r s ,
e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  p l a n t  s w a p .”
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T h e  n e x t  t w o  r e c i p i e n t s  a r e  a l s o  a n  i m p r e s s i v e  t e a m .  T h i s  p a s t  y e a r ,  t h e y  t o o
s p o n s o r e d  a  g e n e r a l  m e e t i n g  a n d  t h r e e  ( 3 )  w o r k s h o p s  a n d  o n e  f a b u l o u s  t r i p
t o  N Y C .  O u r  F l o r a l  D e s i g n  /  P e t a l  P u s h e r  c o - c h a i r s  K i m  D i c k m a n  a n d  S a l l y
P e r l s t e i n  r e c e i v e d  A B C D  a w a r d s  f o r  “ p r o v i d i n g  o u t s t a n d i n g  e d u c a t i o n a l
f l o r a l  d e s i g n  p r o g r a m s  f o r  m e m b e r s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  N Y C  t r i p .”

 O u r  l a s t  r e c i p i e n t  i s  a  f a n t a s t i c  t e a m  p l a y e r .  S o  f a n t a s t i c  i n  f a c t  t h a t  i n  h e r
f i r s t  y e a r  a s  c h a i r ,  s h e  m a d e  h e r  o w n  t e a m  i n  l i e u  o f  h a v i n g  a  c o - c h a i r .  S h e
e n t e r t a i n e d  u s  a t  o u r  G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g s ,  e n l i s t i n g  h e r  t e a m  o f  c o m m i t t e e
m e m b e r s  t o  h e l p  w i t h  q u i z z e s  a n d  g i v e a w a y s ,  a n d  a l l  t h e  w h i l e  e d u c a t i n g  u s
o n  h o w  t o  b e  b e t t e r  s t e w a r d s  f o r  t h e  p l a n e t .  T h i s  p a s t  y e a r  s h e  s h o w e d  u s
h o w  t o  f a c e  a d v e r s i t y  w i t h  g r a c e  a n d  h u m o r ,  a n d  s h e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  e n t e r t a i n
u s  w i t h  h e r  w i t  a n d  i n t e l l e c t .  S h e  t o o  g a v e  u s  a  c l u b  f i r s t  –  T h e  E V  s h o w .  O u r
C o n s e r v a t i o n  c h a i r  S a l l y  R o w l a n d  r e c e i v e d  a n  A B C D  a w a r d  f o r  “ m a k i n g  a
d i f f e r e n c e  b y  s h o w i n g  m e m b e r s  h o w  t o  m a k e  e a s y  c h a n g e s  t o  r o u t i n e s  t h a t
a r e  b e t t e r  f o r  o u r  p l a n e t .”
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T H E  C A R E Y  A W A R D
T h i s  l a s t  a w a r d  i s  a  v e r y  s p e c i a l  a w a r d  t h a t  o u r  c l u b  b e s t o w s  o n  a  m e m b e r
w h o  h a s  e m b o d i e d  t h e  b e s t  q u a l i t i e s  o f  l e a d e r s h i p ,  m e r i t o r i o u s  s e r v i c e ,
a n d  a l w a y s  g o e s  b e y o n d  w h a t  i s  e x p e c t e d .  I t  i s  t h e  C a r e y  A w a r d ,  a n d  i t  i s
n a m e d  f o r  t h e  I n d i a n a p o l i s  G a r d e n  C l u b ’ s  F o u n d e r  M a r y  S t e w a r t  C a r e y
w h o  a s s e m b l e d  a  g r o u p  o f  f r i e n d s  o n  J u n e  1 5 ,  1 9 3 0 ,  w i t h  t h e  g o a l  o f
s t a r t i n g  a  g a r d e n  c l u b .
T h e  r e c i p i e n t ’ s  f i r s t  r o l e s  i n  t h e  c l u b  w e r e  i n  f l o r a l  d e s i g n ,  o n e  o f  h e r
p a s s i o n s .  S h e  g r a c i o u s l y  a c c e p t e d  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  1  v i c e  p r e s i d e n t  o n  a
s h o r t  n o t i c e  a n d  t h e n  c o n t i n u e d  o n  t o  b e  P r e s i d e n t  f o r  t w o  y e a r s .  A f t e r
c o m p l e t i n g  h e r  t e r m  a s  P r e s i d e n t ,  s h e  a g r e e d  t o  t a k e  o n  a n o t h e r  b i g  t a s k
o f  F l o w e r  S h o w  C o - C h a i r  –  a n d  n o t  j u s t  a n y  F l o w e r  S h o w  b u t  a  Z o n e  F l o w e r
s h o w .  S h e  a l s o  i s  t h e  c u r r e n t  n o m i n a t i n g  c h a i r .  H e r  l e a d e r s h i p  s k i l l s  h a v e
b e e n  r e c o g n i z e d  b y  G C A  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  a n d  s h e  w a s  a s k e d  t o  t a k e  a  G C A
p o s i t i o n  a s  a  c o - c h a i r  o f  Z o n e  X  s t a r t i n g  o n  J u l y  1 ,  2 0 2 6 .  T h i s  y e a r ’ s  C a r e y
A w a r d  g o e s  t o  L i n d s a y  T h o r n t o n .

s t

S e r v i c e  A w a r d s
A n n e  S h a n e  a n d  C i n d y  E i t e l j o r g  w e r e  r e c o g n i z e d  f o r  t h e i r  2 5  y e a r s  o f  s e r v i c e
w i t h  t h e  I G C .

S p e c i a l  “ T h a n k  y o u ”  g o e s  t o :
P a m  H a z e l e t t  –  f o r  c r e a t e d  t h e  l o v e l y  A B C D  a w a r d s .
Tr a c y  H o l t  –  f o r  h o s t i n g  t h e  c l u b  a t  h e r  b e a u t i f u l  h o m e ,  b a r n  a n d  g r o u n d s  f o r
t h e  O c t o b e r  2 0 2 6  G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g .
T w o  E x e c u t i v e  B o a r d  m e m b e r s  w h o  a r e  r o t a t i n g  o f f  t h i s  y e a r :
M a r y  K a y  L e i c h t  –  f o r  b e i n g  a  d e d i c a t e d  R e c o r d i n g  S e c r e t a r y  a n d  t a k i n g  t h e
m i n u t e s  f o r  1 4  b o a r d  m e e t i n g s  a n d  1 8  G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g s .
L i z  B r a i n a r d  –  f o r  b e i n g  a  d e d i c a t e d  Tr e a s u r e r  a n d  h a n d l i n g  a l l  t h e  a c c o u n t s ,
b u d g e t s ,  c h e c k  d i s b u r s e m e n t s ,  a n d  a l l  t h a t  g o e s  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  j o b ,  w h i c h
o n l y  t h e  f o r m e r  t r e a s u r e r s  i n  t h e  c l u b  c a n  t r u l y  u n d e r s t a n d .
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W E L C O M E  N E W  M E M B E R S !
P l e a s e  j o i n  u s  i n  e x t e n d i n g  a  v e r y  w a r m  w e l c o m e  t o  J u l i a  C l a r k ,  w h o  i s
p r o p o s e d  b y  J i l l  F a i l e y ,  a n d  s e c o n d e d  b y  S u e  W e l c h  a n d  E m i l y  M a c i n t o s h .
P r o f e s s i o n a l l y ,  J u l i a  i s  a  P r o j e c t  A d m i n i s t r a t o r  a t  Tr a n e  Te c h n o l o g i e s ,  a
r o l e  t h a t  p e r f e c t l y  h i g h l i g h t s  h e r  e x c e p t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s t r e n g t h s  a n d
o u t s t a n d i n g  p e o p l e  s k i l l s .  S h e  a l s o  h a s  a  b i g  h e a r t  f o r  c o m m u n i t y  s e r v i c e ,
a c t i v e l y  v o l u n t e e r i n g  w i t h  H a b i t a t  f o r  H u m a n i t y  a n d  d o n a t i n g  h e r  c r e a t i v e
t a l e n t s  t o  t h e  I n d i a n a  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ' s  a n n u a l  F e s t i v a l  o f  Tr e e s .
J u l i a ’ s  l o v e  f o r  g a r d e n i n g  b e g a n  d u r i n g  h e r  c h i l d h o o d  w h e n  s h e  s p e n t
h o u r s  g a r d e n i n g  a l o n g s i d e  h e r  m o t h e r  i n  t h e i r  b e a u t i f u l  g a r d e n  w i t h
u n u s u a l  p l a n t s . .  To d a y ,  s h e  c o n t i n u e s  t o  c u l t i v a t e  t h i s  p a s s i o n  t h r o u g h
h a n d s - o n  g a r d e n i n g  a n d  a  w o n d e r f u l  t a l e n t  f o r  f l o w e r  a r r a n g i n g .  H e r
n a t u r a l ,  c r e a t i v e  e y e  e x t e n d s  w e l l  b e y o n d  t h e  g a r d e n  b e d ;  s h e  e n j o y s
p a i n t i n g ,  i n t e r i o r  d e s i g n ,  a n d  a n t i q u i n g  f o r  u n i q u e  t r e a s u r e s .
A t  h o m e ,  J u l i a  a n d  h e r  h u s b a n d  k e e p  a  b u s y  a n d  v i b r a n t  h o u s e h o l d  r a i s i n g
t h e i r  f o u r  c h i l d r e n  a n d  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e i r  a c a d e m i c  a n d  a t h l e t i c  p u r s u i t s .
J u l i a  e n j o y s  g o l f,  c o o k i n g ,  p i c k l e b a l l ,  t e n n i s ,  y o u t h  h o c k e y ,  e n t e r t a i n i n g
a n d  t r a v e l i n g .  H e r  w a r m t h ,  e n e r g y ,  a n d  a r t i s t i c  e y e  w i l l  m a k e  h e r  a
f a b u l o u s  a d d i t i o n  t o  o u r  C l u b .  S h e  i s  i n c r e d i b l y  e n e r g e t i c  a n d  w e  l o o k
f o r w a r d  t o  h e r  b e i n g  a  h a n d s - o n ,  a c t i v e  m e m b e r  o f  o u r  c l u b .

P a i g e  M i l l e r  j o i n s  u s  w i t h  t h e  e n t h u s i a s t i c  s p o n s o r s h i p  o f  S h e l e  F r e n c h ,
s e c o n d e d  b y  L a u r e n  H a m i l t o n ,  a n d  S h a n d o n  W h i s t l e r ,  w h o  w e r e  a l l  e a g e r
t o  b r i n g  h e r  i n c r e d i b l e  e n e r g y  a n d  t a l e n t s  t o  o u r  g r o u p .
To  s a y  P a i g e  i s  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  i s  a  m a s s i v e  u n d e r s t a t e m e n t .
P r o f e s s i o n a l l y ,  s h e  l e n d s  h e r  k e e n  c r e a t i v e  e y e  a s  a  R e t a i l  S t r a t e g i s t  a n d
C o n s u l t a n t  a t  P a r k s i d e  L i n e n .  B e y o n d  h e r  w o r k ,  s h e  i s  a  t r u e  p o w e r h o u s e
o f  v o l u n t e e r i s m — h a v i n g  s e r v e d  a s  a  t w o - t i m e  c h a i r  o f  t h e  B r e b e u f  B i s t r o ,
a n d  d e d i c a t i n g  h e r  t i m e  t o  t h e  J u n i o r  L e a g u e  o f  I n d i a n a p o l i s ,  t h e  W o m e n
f o r  R i l e y ,  a n d  t h e  L e u k e m i a  &  L y m p h o m a  S o c i e t y .  S h e  h a s  a l s o  p r e v i o u s l y
c h a n n e l e d  h e r  n a t u r a l  l e a d e r s h i p  i n t o  s e r v i n g  a s  b o t h  t h e  p a r i s h  c o u n c i l
p r e s i d e n t  a n d  s c h o o l  b o a r d  p r e s i d e n t  a t  O u r  L a d y  o f  M o u n t  C a r m e l .
P a i g e  i s  a  g r a c i o u s  e n t e r t a i n e r  w h o  l o v e s  h o s t i n g  f a m i l y  a n d  f r i e n d s .  S h e
a n d  h e r  h u s b a n d  a r e  t h e  p r o u d  p a r e n t s  o f  t h r e e  g r o w n  s o n s .  P a i g e  a n d  h e r
h u s b a n d  a r e  a c t i v e  m e m b e r s  i n  t h e  I n d i a n a  G o l f  A s s o c i a t i o n .  H e r  
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W E L C O M E  N E W  M E M B E R S !
b e a u t i f u l  h o m e  b a c k s  u p  t o  a  s c e n i c  w o o d e d  w e t l a n d s  a r e a ,  w h i c h
p r o v i d e s  t h e  p e r f e c t  b a c k d r o p  f o r  h e r  f a v o r i t e  :  p a s s i o n  o f  g a r d e n i n g !
P a i g e  h a s  a  b r e a t h t a k i n g ,  n a t u r a l  t a l e n t  f o r  d e s i g n  a n d  i s  a  w o n d e r f u l l y
c r e a t i v e  f l o r a l  d e s i g n e r  w i t h  a n  e x c e p t i o n a l  s e n s e  o f  s t y l e .  K n o w n  b y
e v e r y o n e  w h o  w o r k s  w i t h  h e r  a s  c o l l a b o r a t i v e ,  h i g h l y  o r g a n i z e d ,  a n d
e x c e p t i o n a l l y  f u n ,  s h e  b r i n g s  a  r a d i a n t ,  p o s i t i v e  a t t i t u d e  t o  e v e r y t h i n g
s h e  t o u c h e s .  W e  a r e  a b s o l u t e l y  t h r i l l e d  t o  h a v e  P a i g e ’ s  w a r m t h ,  s t y l e ,  a n d
l e a d e r s h i p  i n  o u r  c l u b .  

W e  a r e  d e l i g h t e d  t o  a l s o  w e l c o m e  D a r c y  G r i f f i n !  S p o n s o r e d  b y  J i l l  H a l l  a n d
s e c o n d e d  b y  L y n n  D i m o n d ,  a n d  C a m i  O ' H e r r e n ,  D a r c y  b r i n g s  a n  i n f e c t i o u s
e n t h u s i a s m ,  c h e e r f u l n e s s ,  a n d  w o n d e r f u l  e n e r g y  t o  o u r  g r o u p .
D a r c y  h a s  p e r f e c t e d  t h e  a r t  o f  r e s i l i e n t  g a r d e n i n g .  S h e  i s  a  p a s s i o n a t e
s h a d e  g a r d e n e r  w i t h  a  d i v e r s e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  h o s t a s — c a r e f u l l y  c u r a t e d  t o
e n d u r e  b o t h  t h e  a n t i c s  o f  h e r  b u s y  f a m i l y  a n d  h e r  l a r g e  e n e r g e t i c  d o g .
P r o a c t i v e  i n  p l a n t  c o n s e r v a t i o n ,  D a r c y  e v e n  r u n s  h e r  o w n  b a c k y a r d  " H o s t a
H o s p i t a l "  w h e r e  s h e  r e s c u e s  a n d  r e v i v e s  s t r u g g l i n g  p l a n t s .  A l o n g s i d e  h e r
h o s t a s ,  D a r c y  l o v e s  h e r b  g a r d e n i n g  a n d  p r a c t i c i n g  f l o r a l  d e s i g n ,
f r e q u e n t l y  s h a r i n g  f r e s h - c u t  b o u q u e t s  f r o m  h e r  y a r d  t o  s p r e a d  j o y  a n d
f o s t e r  c l o s e  c o n n e c t i o n s  w i t h  h e r  n e i g h b o r s .
P r o f e s s i o n a l l y ,  D a r c y ’ s  b a c k g r o u n d  i s  r o o t e d  i n  f i n a n c e  a n d  b a n k i n g ,
g i v i n g  h e r  a  h i g h l y  o r g a n i z e d ,  r e l i a b l e ,  a n d  g o a l - o r i e n t e d  a p p r o a c h .  S h e
i s  e q u a l l y  a c t i v e  i n  h e r  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  p e r s o n a l  l i f e .  I n  G r e e n f i e l d ,  s h e
g e n e r o u s l y  v o l u n t e e r s  h e r  t i m e  a s  a  h o r s e  h a n d l e r  a t  A g a p e  T h e r a p e u t i c
R i d i n g  E a s t .  To  s t a y  p h y s i c a l l y  a c t i v e  a s  a n  e m p t y  n e s t e r ,  D a r c y  a n d  h e r
h u s b a n d  l o v e  h i k i n g ,  b i k i n g ,  s k i i n g ,  p l a y i n g  p i c k l e b a l l ,  a n d  t r a v e l i n g  w i t h
f r i e n d s .
A b o v e  a l l ,  D a r c y  f i n d s  h e r  g r e a t e s t  j o y  i n  n a t u r e ,  g a r d e n i n g ,  a n d  b u i l d i n g
m e a n i n g f u l  c o n n e c t i o n s .  S h e  i s  i n c r e d i b l y  e x c i t e d  t o  e x p a n d  h e r
f r i e n d s h i p s  w i t h  t h e  l i k e - m i n d e d  w o m e n  o f  o u r  c l u b  w h o  s h a r e  h e r  l o v e
f o r  t h e  n a t u r a l  w o r l d .  P l e a s e  j o i n  u s  i n  g i v i n g  D a r c y  a  v e r y  w a r m  w e l c o m e
w h e n  s h e  r e t u r n s  f r o m  a  l o n g  p l a n n e d  t r i p  t o  A l a s k a !

P l e a s e  t a k e  a  m o m e n t  t o  i n t r o d u c e  y o u r s e l f  a n d  w e l c o m e  t h e s e  n e w
m e m b e r s  t o  I G C .   

K i m  P u r u c k e r  -  c h a i r  m e m b e r s h i p
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W E L C O M E  N E W  M E M B E R S !

Paige and Julia

Darcy



April 14, 2027 – 9:45am arrival at location TBA 
Flower Show Nuts & Bolts 

March 17, 2027 – 9:45am arrival at Broad Ripple Park Family Center 
Conservation program with Jeremy Kranowitz of Keep Indiana Beautiful     

May 19, 2027 – 9:45am arrival at location TBA 
Garden History & Design program with Mark Zelonis 

November 18, 2026 – 9:45am arrival at location TBA 

Photography in Flower Shows 

September 23, 2026 – 3:45pm arrival at Woodstock Club 
Floral Design in Flower Shows 

December 9**, 2026 – 11:30am arrival at Woodstock Club 
Holiday Luncheon Meeting 
** Please note the date listed in the June Annual Meeting Agenda isI NCORRECT.
The CORRECT date for the luncheon is December 9, 2026. 

all Wednesdays, except if noted otherwise

June 11, 2027, FRIDAY – 11:30am arrival at Meridian Hills Country Club 
Annual Meeting Luncheon 

February 17, 2027 – 10am meeting start via Zoom – Zoom will open at 9:50am 

GCA Scholarship Speaker 

October 30, 2026, FRIDAY – arrival time TBA – at Newfields & Woodstock Club 
Educational Endowment Luncheon with Fergus Garrett 

IGC General Meetings
2026-2027

J U N E ,  2 0 2 6
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It's time to sign up to be a hostess for
next year's 2026-27 General Meetings! 

Click on the link
below and it will
take you to the
Evite sheet
where you can
sign up for a
spot: 

Click here to sign uptohostess

If you have trouble accessing the
Evite sign-up sheet, please

contact Claudia Hapak
claudiahapak@gmail.com with

your requested spot. 

Thank you! 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fevite.me%2F4BpnVRuHSy&data=05%7C02%7C%7C9ab5f85251da4f20a0d908dec25d7d3b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639161903956033434%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IBiO%2BC7cJm2y7LLoik%2BIvcSzBJRzxRGPZbZyN%2B62xCA%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fevite.me%2F4BpnVRuHSy&data=05%7C02%7C%7C9ab5f85251da4f20a0d908dec25d7d3b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639161903956033434%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IBiO%2BC7cJm2y7LLoik%2BIvcSzBJRzxRGPZbZyN%2B62xCA%3D&reserved=0
mailto:claudiahapak@gmail.com
mailto:claudiahapak@gmail.com
mailto:claudiahapak@gmail.com


Board of Directors for 2026-2027 

GCA National Leadership Positions 
Scholarship – Vice Chair 
Zone X – Judging Representative
Zone X – Zone Co-chair (ZCP)
 

Amy MacDonell Shepard
Amy Cooke 
Lindsay Thornton 

President 
First Vice President/Community Projects
Second Vice President/Membership
Treasurer 
Recording Secretary 
Corresponding Secretary 

Marta Gross
Lara Knitter
Kim Purucker
Liz Krimendahl
Sarah Carter
Melinda Fisher 

*********************************************************************************** 
Awards 
Club Administrator 
Civic Improvement
Communications & Social Media
Conservation 

Mary Grein
Melinda Fisher
Kim Dickman 
Sue Welch 
Sally Rowland
Lynn Dimond
Jennifer Sanner
Gini Hupfer 
Pam Baxter 
Sally Perlstein
Sarah Clark
Lindsay Thornton
Mary Watson 
Sue Combs 
Mary Quinn
Michele Marxer
Elizabeth Rudolph
Gretchen Witt 
Jan Sweeney
Claudia Hapak
Kim Marsh 
Pam Mahoney
Katy McMurray
Lindsay Thornton
Carolyn Siderys
Erin Baker 
Cindy Newcomer
Sarah Nevin Welsh
Betsy Cronin 
Sally Lanham 
Pat Jacoby 

Directory 
Endowment 
Floral Design/Petal Pushers 

2027 Flower Show 

Garden History and Design 
Garden Walk - Sponsors 
Garden Walk – Garden Management
Horticulture 

Judging 
Meetings/Program 

Member Engagement/Placement
Newsletter 
Nominating 
Photography 
Scholarship 
Visiting Gardens 
Website - Tech 
Website – Content 
2027 Zone X Meeting 

1 1



Garden Walk 2026
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O n  J u n e  3 r d ,  t h e  3 0 t h  A n n u a l  G a r d e n  W a l k  d e l i g h t e d  a t t e n d e e s  b y
s h o w c a s i n g  f o u r  s p e c t a c u l a r  " g a r d e n e r s ’  g a r d e n s "  a l o n g s i d e  a  h i s t o r i c
r e t u r n  t o  N e w f i e l d s — t h e  v e r y  l o c a t i o n  f e a t u r e d  o n  t h e  I n d i a n a p o l i s  G a r d e n
C l u b ’ s  i n a u g u r a l  W a l k  t h i r t y  y e a r s  a g o .  G u e s t s  s p e n t  a  b e a u t i f u l  d a y
e x p l o r i n g  t h e  s c e n i c  l a n d s c a p e s  o f  t h e  C r o w ’ s  N e s t  a r e a ,  F o r e s t  H i l l s ,
M e r i d i a n - K e s s l e r ,  a n d  N e w f i e l d s .  To  h o n o r  t h e  m i l e s t o n e  a n n i v e r s a r y ,  I G C
v o l u n t e e r s  d o n n e d  f e s t i v e  f l o r a l  d e c o r a t e d  h a t s  a n d  p e a r l s ,  w h i l e  t h e
e v e n t ' s  s i g n a t u r e  f l o w e r ,  t h e  d e l p h i n i u m ,  t o o k  c e n t e r  s t a g e  a t  t h e  p l a n t
s a l e  s p o n s o r e d  b y  H o l e m a n .
A t  C r o w ’ s  N e s t ,  I G C  m e m b e r s  H i l a r y  S a l a t i c h  a n d  E m i l y  S a l a t i c h  M c I n t o s h
d e l i g h t e d  v i s i t o r s  w i t h  t h e  e s t a t e ’ s  m a g i c a l  h i s t o r y  d a t i n g  f r o m  1 9 0 2 ,
s h o w c a s i n g  a  b e a u t i f u l l y  r e s t o r e d  o r i g i n a l  g a z e b o  a l o n g s i d e  u n i q u e  f l o r a
l i k e  h y b r i d i z e d  r h o d o d e n d r o n s  a n d  p u r p l e  b e a u t y  b e r r y .  M o n o n  O a s i s ,
l o c a t e d  i n  F o r e s t  H i l l s ,  d a z z l e d  v i s i t o r s  w i t h  a  h a n d - p a i n t e d  p o t t i n g  s h e d ,
a  h y d r o p o n i c  g a r d e n ,  a  s e r e n e  Z e n  g a r d e n ,  a n d  t h r i v i n g  r a i s e d  v e g e t a b l e
a n d  h e r b  b e d s .  N e a r b y ,  G a r d e n  M e l o d i e s  p r o v i d e d  a  u n i q u e  s e n s o r y
e x p e r i e n c e  a s  t h e  o w n e r  p e r f o r m e d  o r i g i n a l  m u s i c a l  c o m p o s i t i o n s  i n s p i r e d
b y  h e r  p l a n t s ,  g u i d i n g  g u e s t s  p a s t  a  h y a c i n t h  a r b o r ,  p o l l i n a t o r - f r i e n d l y
m o o n  f l o w e r s ,  a n d  a  h i s t o r i c  r e d b u d  t r e e .  T h e  B o u l e v a r d  i n  B l o o m  s t o p
s h o w c a s e d  a  g o r g e o u s ,  h i s t o r i c  W a s h i n g t o n  B o u l e v a r d  h o m e  t h a t  p a i r e d
f l o r a l  d i s p l a y s  w i t h  a  b a c k y a r d  d e s i g n e d  f o r  m o d e r n  l i v i n g ,  c o m p l e t e  w i t h
a  u n i q u e  s w i m m i n g  p o o l  a n d  s a u n a .  L a s t  b u t  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  l e a s t ,  t h e
N e w f i e l d s  h o r t i c u l t u r a l  t e a m  c r e a t e d  a  m e m o r a b l e  e x p e r i e n c e  a s  g u e s t s
w e r e  a b l e  t o  l e a r n  h o r t i c u l t u r a l  t i p s  f r o m  t h e m  a n d  r e c e i v e d  a  s n e a k  p e e k
i n t o  t h e  M a d e l e i n e  E l d e r  F l o w e r  a n d  V e g e t a b l e  G a r d e n .  
T h e  c e l e b r a t i o n  c u l m i n a t e d  i n  a  v i b r a n t  G a r d e n  O w n e r  a n d  S p o n s o r
R e c e p t i o n  h e l d  o n  t h e  N e w f i e l d s  p a t i o  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  L i l l y  P l a y h o u s e .
S p o n s o r e d  b y  O E G ,  t h e  r e c e p t i o n  d e l i g h t e d  g u e s t s  w i t h  s p e c t a c u l a r  f l o r a l
t a b l e  d é c o r ,  u n i q u e  g i v e a w a y s ,  a n d  a  r a f f l e .  A t t e n d e e s  e n j o y e d  a
s c r u m p t i o u s  c h a r c u t e r i e  s p r e a d  b y  N e w f i e l d s  c a t e r i n g ,  a  s i g n a t u r e  c o c k t a i l
f r o m  S t .  G e o r g e ’ s  S p i r i t s ,  a n d  r o s é  w i n e  p r o v i d e d  b y  B - S i d e ,  a l l  w h i l e
t a k i n g  h o m e  c u s t o m  c a n d l e s  f r o m  L i n n e a  a n d  e n j o y i n g  a m b i e n t  l i v e  m u s i c
b y  g u i t a r i s t  a n d  c o m p o s e r  A u s t i n  J o h n s o n .
T h a n k s  t o  t h e  i n c r e d i b l e  g e n e r o s i t y  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y ,  s p o n s o r s ,  a n d
v o l u n t e e r s ,  t h e  3 0 t h  A n n u a l  G a r d e n  W a l k  w a s  a  s m a s h i n g  s u c c e s s  r a i s i n g
$ 7 0 , 0 0 0 .  T h e  I G C  G a r d e n  W a l k  p r o u d l y  c o n t i n u e s  t o  b e  a  t r e a s u r e d
I n d i a n a p o l i s  t r a d i t i o n  c e l e b r a t i n g  a  s h a r e d  l o v e  o f  g a r d e n i n g ,  h i s t o r y ,  a n d
f r i e n d s h i p .



Community Projects Committee 

The club provided a community
projects grant to the museum in
December 2024 to fund the last
phase of the work on the outdoor
space where the medicinal plant
gardens are located. 

If you would like to attend, please
RSVP directly to Sarah Halter,
Director of the museum at
shalter@imhm.org or 317-635-
7329, by Monday June 22 . nd

Please indicate that you are a 
member of the Indianapolis Garden 
Club in your RSVP. 
If you do go to the party, please take
pictures and send them to Katy McMurray
for the September newsletter! 

The IGC members have been invited to attend a Garden Party at the Indiana
Medical History Museum on June 28, 2026, 2-4pm – see details in the flyer below. 

Community Projects
  J u n e ,  2 0 2 6  I G C

1 3

mailto:shalter@imhm.org
mailto:shalter@imhm.org


N E W P O R T  R H O D E  I S L A N D  
F L O W E R  S H O W

J U N E  1 8 - 2 0  2 0 2 7

D E T A I L S  A R E  S T I L L  I N  T H E  W O R K S  B U T  I F  Y O U ’ R E  I N T E R E S T E D  I N
A T T E N D I N G ,  P L E A S E  E M A I L  A T  C I N D Y N E W C O M E R @ G M A I L . C O M .

T H A N K S !

C I N D Y  N E W C O M E R ,  C H A I R
V I S I T I N G  G A R D E N S  C O M M I T T E E

Visiting Gardens 

            

J U N E ,  2 0 2 6I G C
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G A R D E N  H I S T O R Y  A N D  D E S I G N -  J U N E  2 0 2 6
G A R F I E L D  P A R K

F o r  o u r  n e w e r  m e m b e r s ,  G a r f i e l d  P a r k  i s  t h e  o l d e s t  I n d i a n a p o l i s  P a r k
e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1 8 7 6  o n  t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  o f  t h e  c i t y .  I n i t i a l l y  n a m e d  S o u t h e r n
P a r k ,  t h e  n a m e  w a s  c h a n g e d  t o  G a r f i e l d  P a r k  i n  1 8 8 1  p o s t  t h e  a s s a s s i n a t i o n
o f  t h e  p r e s i d e n t .  T h e  C o n s e r v a t o r y  a n d  S u n k e n  G a r d e n s ,  d e s i g n e d  b y
G e o r g e  K e s s l e r  t o  b e  p a r t  o f  t h e  I n d i a n a p o l i s  P a r k  a n d  B o u l e v a r d  S y s t e m ,
a r e  a  s p e c i a l  f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  p a r k  w h i c h  i s  l i s t e d  o n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  L i s t  o f
H i s t o r i c  P l a c e s .  T h e  s u n k e n  g a r d e n  a n d  f o u n t a i n s  h a v e  g o n e  t h r o u g h
e x t e n s i v e  r e s t o r a t i o n  o v e r  t h e  l a s t  f e w  y e a r s .  I G C  h a s  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e s e
e f f o r t s .  

S a t u r d a y ,  J u n e  6 ,  2 0 2 6  w a s  t h e  o f f i c i a l  r i b b o n  c u t t i n g  d a y  t o  o p e n  t h e
g a r d e n s  a n d  t h e  f o u n t a i n s .  L i b b y  H i p l e  f r o m  F r i e n d s  o f  G a r f i e l d  P a r k
( F O G P )  a n d  t h e  m a y o r ’ s  a s s i s t a n t  w e r e  t h e r e  t o  d o  t h e  h o n o r s .
I n d i a n a p o l i s  G a r d e n  C l u b  r e c e i v e d  a  s p e c i a l  t h a n k  y o u  f o r  o u r
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n .   T h e  t h r e e  f o u n t a i n s  a r e  f a n t a s t i c  a n d
t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  p l a n t s  a r e  w e l l  t h o u g h t  o u t .  I  w o u l d  e n c o u r a g e  a l l  t o  v i s i t
t h e  p a r k  w h i c h  c o v e r s  1 2 8  a c r e s  a n d  a l s o  i n c l u d e s  a   C o n s e r v a t o r y  p r o b a b l y
b e s t  k n o w n  f o r  i t s  p o i n s e t t i a  d i s p l a y ,  P a g o d a ,  o u t d o o r  a m p h i t h e a t e r ,
f a m i l y  c e n t e r ,  a n d  o u t d o o r  p o o l  a l o n g  w i t h  o p e n  s p a c e .  

S u e  C o m b s  -  C h a i r  -  G a r d e n  H i s t o r y  a n d  D e s i g n

Garden History and
Design 
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Celebrating a Century of
GCA Scholarships

J U N E ,  2 0 2 6I G C
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T h i s  y e a r  m a r k s  a  r e m a r k a b l e  m i l e s t o n e :  1 0 0  y e a r s  o f  s c h o l a r s h i p  s u p p o r t  b y  T h e  G a r d e n  C l u b  o f
A m e r i c a .  W h a t  b e g a n  i n  1 9 2 6  w i t h  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  R o m e  P r i z e  F e l l o w s h i p  h a s  g r o w n
i n t o  o n e  o f  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ' s  m o s t  e n d u r i n g  a n d  i m p a c t f u l  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  e d u c a t i o n ,
r e s e a r c h ,  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  s t e w a r d s h i p .

F r o m  o u r  f o u n d i n g ,  e d u c a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  f u n d a m e n t a l  t o  T h e  G a r d e n  C l u b  o f  A m e r i c a ' s  l e a d e r s h i p .
G C A  m e m b e r s  r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  a d v a n c i n g  k n o w l e d g e  w a s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  p r e s e r v i n g  a n d  i m p r o v i n g
t h e  n a t u r a l  w o r l d .  B y  i n v e s t i n g  i n  s c h o l a r s ,  r e s e a r c h e r s ,  a n d  f u t u r e  l e a d e r s ,  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n
c r e a t e d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t h a t  w o u l d  e x t e n d  f a r  b e y o n d  i n d i v i d u a l  r e c i p i e n t s ,  e n r i c h i n g
c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  t h e  f i e l d s  o f  h o r t i c u l t u r e ,  c o n s e r v a t i o n ,  l a n d s c a p e  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,
a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  s t u d i e s .

T h e  f i r s t  s c h o l a r s h i p  i n i t i a t i v e ,  t h e  R o m e  P r i z e  F e l l o w s h i p ,  o p e n e d  d o o r s  f o r  p r o m i s i n g  s c h o l a r s
t o  p u r s u e  a d v a n c e d  s t u d y  a n d  c r e a t i v e  w o r k  a b r o a d .  O v e r  t h e  d e c a d e s ,  G C A  e x p a n d e d  i t s
s c h o l a r s h i p  p r o g r a m  t o  i n c l u d e  a  d i v e r s e  p o r t f o l i o  o f  f e l l o w s h i p s  a n d  a w a r d s ,  s u p p o r t i n g
s t u d e n t s  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  w h o s e  w o r k  a d d r e s s e s  s o m e  o f  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  e n v i r o n m e n t a l
a n d  h o r t i c u l t u r a l  c h a l l e n g e s  o f  o u r  t i m e .

To d a y ,  G C A  s c h o l a r s h i p s  c o n t i n u e  t o  n u r t u r e  e m e r g i n g  l e a d e r s  a n d  i n s p i r e  g r o u n d b r e a k i n g
r e s e a r c h .  R e c i p i e n t s  h a v e  g o n e  o n  t o  m a k e  s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  i n  a c a d e m i a ,  p u b l i c
g a r d e n s ,  c o n s e r v a t i o n  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  l a n d s c a p e  d e s i g n ,  e c o l o g i c a l  r e s t o r a t i o n ,  a n d  c o u n t l e s s
o t h e r  f i e l d s .  T h e i r  a c h i e v e m e n t s  r e f l e c t  t h e  v i s i o n  o f  t h e  G C A  m e m b e r s  w h o  u n d e r s t o o d  t h a t
e d u c a t i o n  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  p o w e r f u l  t o o l s  f o r  c r e a t i n g  l a s t i n g  c h a n g e .

A  c e n t u r y  a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  s c h o l a r s h i p  w a s  a w a r d e d ,  T h e  G a r d e n  C l u b  o f  A m e r i c a ' s  b e l i e f  i n  t h e
t r a n s f o r m a t i v e  p o w e r  o f  e d u c a t i o n  r e m a i n s  a s  s t r o n g  a s  e v e r .
W h i l e  c e l e b r a t i n g  a  c e n t u r y  o f  s c h o l a r s h i p  s u p p o r t ,  w e  c a n  a l s o  t a k e  p r i d e  i n  t h e  p r o g r a m ' s
c o n t i n u e d  i m p a c t  t o d a y .  D u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  y e a r ,  T h e  G a r d e n  C l u b  o f  A m e r i c a  a w a r d e d  1 3 0
s c h o l a r s h i p s  t o t a l i n g  m o r e  t h a n  $ 6 0 0 , 0 0 0 .  S c h o l a r s h i p  r e c i p i e n t s  r e p r e s e n t e d  7 0  i n s t i t u t i o n s
a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  b r e a d t h  o f  a c a d e m i c  d i s c i p l i n e s  a n d  g e o g r a p h i c  r e g i o n s
s u p p o r t e d  t h r o u g h  G C A ' s  e d u c a t i o n a l  m i s s i o n .
Z o n e  X  p l a y e d  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  r o l e  i n  t h i s  y e a r ' s  s c h o l a r s h i p  p r o g r a m ,  w i t h  1 8  s c h o l a r s h i p s  a w a r d e d
t o  s t u d e n t s  a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  o u r  r e g i o n .  O f  t h o s e  r e c i p i e n t s ,  f i v e  w e r e  f r o m
I n d i a n a .  T h e s e  s c h o l a r s  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  n e x t  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  l e a d e r s  i n  h o r t i c u l t u r e ,  c o n s e r v a t i o n ,
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  s t u d i e s ,  a n d  r e l a t e d  f i e l d s .

S i x  M i d w e s t e r n  i n s t i t u t i o n s  w e r e  r e p r e s e n t e d  a m o n g  t h i s  y e a r ' s  s c h o l a r s h i p  r e c i p i e n t s :
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M i c h i g a n ,  O h i o  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  P u r d u e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o t r e  D a m e ,
N o r t h w e s t e r n  U n i v e r s i t y ,  a n d  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  W i s c o n s i n .  T h e i r  i n c l u s i o n  h i g h l i g h t s  t h e
s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  M i d w e s t ' s  a c a d e m i c  p r o g r a m s  a n d  t h e  r e g i o n ' s  c o n t i n u e d  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  r e s e a r c h ,  c o n s e r v a t i o n ,  a n d  h o r t i c u l t u r a l  e x c e l l e n c e .

A s  w e  c o m m e m o r a t e  1 0 0  y e a r s  o f  G C A  s c h o l a r s h i p s ,  t h e s e  r e c e n t  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  r e m i n d  u s
t h a t  t h e  p r o g r a m ' s  i m p a c t  c o n t i n u e s  t o  g r o w .  E a c h  s c h o l a r s h i p  r e p r e s e n t s  a n  i n v e s t m e n t  i n
k n o w l e d g e ,  i n n o v a t i o n ,  a n d  l e a d e r s h i p — a n  i n v e s t m e n t  t h a t  b e n e f i t s  n o t  o n l y  t h e  r e c i p i e n t s
t h e m s e l v e s ,  b u t  a l s o  t h e  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t s  t h e y  w i l l  s e r v e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e i r
c a r e e r s .

S H E L E  F R E N C H  -  C H A I R  S C H O L A R S H I P
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J U N E ,  2 0 2 6I G C

B e f o r e  t h e  m e e t i n g ,  m e m b e r s  w e r e  e n t e r t a i n e d  w i t h  a  w a l k  i n  t h e  w o o d s  a t
H o l l i d a y  P a r k ,  l e d  b y  K e n  K e f f e r ,  o u r  p r o g r a m  s p e a k e r ,  a n d  I  f o r  o n e ,  w a s
h a p p y  t o  f i n d  t h e  M e r l i n  B i r d s  a p p  w h i c h  r e c o g n i z e s  b i r d  c a l l s  a n d  w i l l
i d e n t i f y  t h e  b i r d !

P r e s i d e n t ’ s  R e m a r k  –  M a r t a  G r o s s
T h e  m e e t i n g  w a s  c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  a t  1 0 : 0 6 a m .  T h e  b u s i n e s s  m e e t i n g  w i l l
f o l l o w  o u r  p r o g r a m  s p e a k e r ,  K e n  K e f f e r .

S a l l y  R o w l a n d ,  C o - C h a i r  C o n s e r v a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e ,  i n t r o d u c e d  o u r  s p e a k e r ,
K e n  K e f f e r .  K e n  i s  a  g r a d u a t e  o f  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  W y o m i n g  w i t h  a  d e g r e e  i n
w i l d l i f e  b i o l o g y  a n d  i s  a n  a w a r d - w i n n i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a u t h o r  a n d
e d u c a t o r .  K e n  i s  t h e  c u r r e n t  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  O u t d o o r  W r i t e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f
A m e r i c a .  H e  n o w  l i v e s  i n  B l o o m i n g t o n ,  I n d i a n a  w h e r e  h e  a n d  h i s
w i f e ,  H e a t h e r  R a y  ( a  P u r d u e  g r a d )  o w n  a  b a c k y a r d  b i r d  f e e d i n g  n a t u r e  s h o p .
D i d  y o u  k n o w ?  A l o n g  w i t h  m a n y  o t h e r  i n t e r e s t i n g  f a c t s ,  K e n  t a u g h t  u s :
C e r t a i n  w e a s e l s  t u r n  w h i t e  i n  t h e  w i n t e r  w h e n  i n  s n o w y  c l i m a t e s
S p r i n g  p e e p e r  f r o g s  c a n  f r e e z e  s o l i d  i n  w i n t e r  a n d  c o m e  b a c k  i n  s p r i n g
A b o u t  3 5 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  b i r d s  w i l l  c r o s s  M a r i o n  C o u n t y  t h i s  s p r i n g .
H o w  t o  b e  a  N a t u r e  M e n t o r
�  A n  e n t h u s i a s m  f o r  e v e r y d a y  n a t u r e
�  B e  a  g e n e r a l i s t  n o t  a  s p e c i a l i s t  i n  y o u r  o w n  n e i g h b o r h o o d
�  N a t u r e  i s  n o t  a  m u s e u m ,  i t  i s  a n  i m m e r s i o n  e x p e r i e n c e
�  E n c o u r a g e  l i f e l o n g  l e a r n i n g
�  P r o v i d e  o n g o i n g  m e n t o r s h i p .

E x e c u t i v e  C o m m i t t e e  –
R e c o r d i n g  S e c r e t a r y  –  M a r y  K a y  L e i c h t
M i n u t e s  f r o m  M a r c h  a n d  A p r i l  m e e t i n g s  w e r e  a p p r o v e d  a s  p r i n t e d  i n  t h e
A p r i l  a n d  M a y
n e w s l e t t e r s

T H E  I N D I A N A P O L I S  G A R D E N  C L U B
M A Y  1 3 ,  2 0 2 6  G E N E R A L  M E E T I N G

A T  H O L L I D A Y  P A R K  N A T U R E  C E N T E R



Respectfully submitted,
Mary Kay Leicht
Recording secretary 
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After the meeting, two firsts for the club, an EV & Hybrid show and Plant Swap took
place in the parking lot. 

Closing remarks – Marta 
GCA Founders Fund $40,000 award was given to the Flowering tree planting Project in WV
that IGC also chose to be awarded the $40,000. The Hull Award was presented to Amanda
Smith at Hamilton County Parks and Recreation. 

June GCA eNews photo submissions due May 15. 

June 11 Allerton Garden Trip sponsored by VG and GH&D 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:15am 

Garden Walk – Erin Baker, Molly Sturman, Mary Quinn and Debbie Falk 
We are ready for Garden Walk! Members are asked to make sure you are signed up for a
shift! 250 tickets have been sold! The reception will follow in the Beer Garden at Newfields
from 4-6:30. There are 75 sponsors and special thanks to Casey Cronin for photography,
Claudia Ryan for selling tickets, and Teresa Altemeyer for her paintings. 

1  VP – Lara Knitter – community projects st

Lara shared that Helen Link at 60 years old went back to school to study
Botany. She established a daodil farm between Martinsville and Mooresville.
Helen, a gardener and dafodil breeder, is buried in Crown Hill Cemetery. There
will be 56 hybrids at her grave site at Crown Hill. 

Committee Announcements – 

May General Meeting
Minutes
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T H E  I N D I A N A P O L I S  G A R D E N  C L U B
A N N U A L  M E E T I N G  A N D  L U N C H E O N

M E R I D I A N  H I L L S  C O U N T R Y  C L U B
J U N E  5 ,  2 0 2 6

P r e s i d e n t ’ s  W e l c o m e  a n d  R e m a r k s  –  M a r t a  G r o s s
I G C  m e m b e r s  w e r e  g r e e t e d  w i t h  a  g l a s s  o f  “ g o o d  c h e e r ”  o n  a r r i v a l  t o  o u r
a n n u a l  m e e t i n g .  M a r t a  w e l c o m e d  u s  t o  M H C C  a n d  e n c o u r a g e d  m e m b e r s  t o
s t a r t  t h e i r  l u n c h e s  w h e n  s e r v e d .  M a r t a  p r e s e n t e d  t h e  I G C  2 0 2 5 - 2 6  y e a r
i n  r e v i e w  o f  3 7  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  1 0  m i n u t e s .  W e l l  d o n e ,  M a r t a !  F l o r a l
c e n t e r p i e c e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  p u r c h a s e  a t  $ 4 5 ,  c a s h  o r  c h e c k  p l e a s e .

E x e c u t i v e  C o m m i t t e e  R e p o r t s  –  
R e c o r d i n g  s e c r e t a r y  –  M a r y  K a y  L e i c h t
M a y  2 0 2 6  G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g  m i n u t e s  a s  s e n t  w i t h  t h e  J u n e  A g e n d a  w e r e
a p p r o v e d .

C o r r e s p o n d i n g  S e c r e t a r y  –  M e l i n d a  F i s h e r
P l e a s e  s e n d  M e l i n d a  a n y  c h a n g e s  o f  a d d r e s s ,  p h o n e  n u m b e r ,  a n d  e m a i l .

2  V P  –  K i m  P u r u c k e r  n d

I n t r o d u c e d  t h e  n e w  m e m b e r s :  J u l i a  C l a r k ,  P a i g e  M i l l e r ,  a n d  D a r c y  G r i f f i n .

T r e a s u r e r  –  L i z  B r a i n a r d
R e i m b u r s e m e n t  r e q u e s t s  a r e  d u e  b e f o r e  J u n e  3 0 .

N o m i n a t i n g  –  L i n d s a y  T h o r n t o n
L i n d s a y  c a l l e d  f o r  a  v o t e  o n  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  C o m m i t t e e  s l a t e  f o r  2 0 2 6 - 2 7 :
P r e s i d e n t  -  M a r t a  G r o s s
1  V P  –  L a r a  K n i t t e rs t

2  V P  –  K i m  P u r u c k e rn d

T r e a s u r e r  –  L i z  K r i m e n d a h l
R e c o r d i n g  S e c r e t a r y  – r a  C l a r k
C o r r e s p o n d i n g  S e c r e t a r y  –  M e l i n d a  F i s h e r
T h i s  s l a t e  w a s  p a s s e d  u n a n i m o u s l y  b y  t h e  m e m b e r s .
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MinutesC o m m i t t e e  R e p o r t s  –  

G a r d e n  W a l k  –  E r i n  B a k e r ,  M o l l y  S t u r m a n ,  M a r y  Q u i n n ,  a n d  D e b b i e  F a l k
E r i n  t h a n k e d  t h e  m a n y  m e m b e r s  a n d  s p o n s o r s  w h o  o n c e  a g a i n  m a d e  t h i s
y e a r ’ s  3 0  G a r d e n  W a l k  a  s u c c e s s .  W i t h  1 5  n e w  s p o n s o r s ,  o u r  c o m m u n i t y
b e n e f i t  w i l l  b e  a b o u t  $ 7 0 , 0 0 0 .  A s  E r i n  e x p l a i n e d ,  “ i t  t a k e s  t h e  e n t i r e
c l u b ”  t o  b e  s u c c e s s f u l .  S t a r t i n g  n e x t  y e a r  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  t w o  c o - c h a i r s  w h o
w i l l  s i t  o n  t h e  I G C  b o a r d  f o r  g a r d e n  w a l k  i n s t e a d  o f  f o u r ,  w i t h  s e v e r a l  n e w
n o n - b o a r d  p o s i t i o n s  t o  l i g h t e n  t h e  l o a d .

t h

M e m b e r  E n g a g e m e n t  –  P a m  M a h o n e y
F e e d b a c k  r e q u e s t s  a n d  c o m m i t t e e  i n t e r e s t  s u r v e y s  w i l l  b e  g o i n g  o u t  l a t e r
t o d a y  o r  t o m o r r o w  m o r n i n g  a n d  w i l l  b e  d u e  F r i d a y ,  J u n e  1 9 .

P r o g r a m s  –  C l a u d i a  H a p a k
2 0 2 6 - 2 7  G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g  h o s t e s s  s i g n - u p  i s  n o w  l i v e  o n  e v i t e .

N e w s l e t t e r  –  K a t y  M c M u r r a y
D e a d l i n e  f o r  s u b m i s s i o n s  f o r  t h e  J u n e  n e w s l e t t e r  i s  M o n d a y ,  J u n e  8 .

I G C  A w a r d s :  M a r y  G r e i n  a n d  M a r t a  G r o s s  p r e s e n t e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :
Ye a r s  o f  S e r v i c e :  2 5  y e a r s  a w a r d e d  t o  A n n e  S h a n e  a n d  C i n d y  E i t e l j o r g .
A b o v e  a n d  B e y o n d  t h e  C a l l  o f  D u t y  ( A B C D )  A w a r d :  E r i n  B a k e r  a n d  M o l l y
S t u r m a n  f r o m  G a r d e n  W a l k ,  S u s i e  M c C l a i n  a n d  L i z  R u d o l p h  a s  H o r t i c u l t u r e
c h a i r s ,  K i m  D i c k m a n  a n d  S a l l y  P e r l s t e i n  a s  F l o r a l  D e s i g n  C h a i r s ,  a n d  S a l l y
R o w l a n d  a s  C o n s e r v a t i o n  c h a i r .
C a r e y  A w a r d  :   t o  L i n d s a y  T h o r n t o n

M a r t a  g a v e  s p e c i a l  t h a n k s  t o  t h e  m e m b e r s  w h o  h a v e  g i v e n  t h e i r  t i m e  a n d
s u p p o r t  t h i s  y e a r .   
M e m b e r s  a r e  r e m i n d e d  t h a t  t h e  I G C  h o s t s  t h e  Z o n e  X  M e e t i n g  a n d  t h e
F l o w e r  S h o w  n e x t  A p r i l  2 7 - 2 9 ,  2 0 2 7 .  P a t  J a c o b y  a n d  S a l l y  L a n h a m  w i l l  b e
n e e d i n g  m a n y  h e l p e r s !
N e x t  y e a r  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  9  g e n e r a l  m e e t i n g s ,  7  b o a r d  m e e t i n g s ,  a n d  m a n y
s p e c i a l  e v e n t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a  t r i p  t o  t h e  L o u i s v i l l e  Z o n e  F l o w e r  S h o w  o n
S e p t .  1 6 .  D o n ’ t  f o r g e t  o u r  s p e c i a l  E d u c a t i o n a l  E n d o w m e n t  s p e a k e r ,  F e r g u s
G a r r e t t ,  w i l l  b e  w i t h  u s  o n  O c t o b e r  3 0 .  T h e  G a r d e n  w a l k  w i l l  b e  h e l d  n e x t
y e a r  o n  J u n e  9 ,  2 0 2 7 .
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June General Meeting
Minutes

T h e r e  i s  a  s p e c i a l  r i b b o n  c u t t i n g  c e r e m o n y  t o m o r r o w ,  a t  G a r f i e l d  P a r k  f o r
t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  t h e  r e f u r b i s h e d  f o u n t a i n .  T h e  I G C  p r o v i d e d  f u n d i n g  f o r
g a r d e n s  a r o u n d  t h e  f o u n t a i n .

G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g  D a t e s  f o r  2 0 2 6 - 2 0 2 7  a l l  o n  W e d n e s d a y s  u n l e s s
n o t e d .

S e p t e m b e r  2 3 ,  2 0 2 6 ,  3 : 4 5 p m  a r r i v a l  a t  W o o d s t o c k
O c t o b e r  3 0 ,  2 0 2 6 ,  E n d o w m e n t  L u n c h e o n  w i t h  F e r g u s  G a r r e t t  –  F R I D A Y
N o v e m b e r  1 8 ,  2 0 2 6 ,  9 : 4 5 a m  a r r i v a l
D e c e m b e r  9 ,  2 0 2 6  , 1 1 : 3 0 a m  a r r i v a l  H o l i d a y  L u n c h e o n  a t  W o o d s t o c k
F e b r u a r y  1 7 ,  2 0 2 7 ,  1 0  a m  m e e t i n g  s t a r t  v i a  z o o m
M a r c h  1 7 ,  2 0 2 7 ,  9 : 4 5 a m  a r r i v a l  
A p r i l  1 4 ,  2 0 2 7 ,  9 : 4 5 a m  a r r i v a l
M a y  1 9 ,  2 0 2 7 ,  9 : 4 5 a m  a r r i v a l
J u n e  1 1 ,  2 0 2 7 ,  1 1 : 3 0 a m  a r r i v a l  A n n u a l  m e e t i n g  l u n c h e o n  a t  M e r i d i a n  H i l l s  –
F r i d a y

H a v e  a  w o n d e r f u l  s u m m e r  t o  a l l !
R e s p e c t f u l l y  s u b m i t t e d ,
M a r y  K a y  L e i c h t
R e c o r d i n g  S e c r e t a r y


	IGC
	JUNE, 2026
	Indianapolis Garden Club
	Next General Meeting:
	SEPTEMBER 23, 2026 –  4:00PM MEETING START  AT WOODSTOCK CLUB FLORAL DESIGN IN FLOWER SHOWS

	Inside this Newsletter
	IGC

	June President’s Letter
	IGC
	JUNE, 2026

	Awards
	MEMBERS RECOGNIZED AT THE ANNUAL MEETING ABOVE AND BEYOND THE CALL OF DUTY (ABCD) AWARDS
	IGC
	JUNE, 2026

	Awards
	IGC
	JUNE, 2026

	Awards
	IGC
	JUNE, 2026

	Membership
	WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!
	IGC
	JUNE, 2026

	Membership
	WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!
	IGC
	JUNE, 2026

	Membership
	WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!
	IGC

	JUNE, 2026

	IGC General Meetings 2026-2027
	all Wednesdays, except if noted otherwise
	September 23, 2026 – 3:45pm arrival at Woodstock Club
	Floral Design in Flower Shows
	October 30, 2026, FRIDAY – arrival time TBA – at Newﬁelds & Woodstock Club
	Educational Endowment Luncheon with Fergus Garrett
	November 18, 2026 – 9:45am arrival at location TBA
	Photography in Flower Shows
	December 9**, 2026 – 11:30am arrival at Woodstock Club
	February 17, 2027 – 10am meeting start via Zoom – Zoom will open at 9:50am
	GCA Scholarship Speaker
	March 17, 2027 – 9:45am arrival at Broad Ripple Park Family Center
	Conservation program with Jeremy Kranowitz of Keep Indiana Beautiful
	April 14, 2027 – 9:45am arrival at location TBA
	Flower Show Nuts & Bolts
	May 19, 2027 – 9:45am arrival at location TBA
	Garden History & Design program with Mark Zelonis
	June 11, 2027, FRIDAY – 11:30am arrival at Meridian Hills Country Club
	Annual Meeting Luncheon

	2026-2027 meetings
	It's time to sign up to be a hostess for next year's 2026-27 General Meetings!
	Click on the link below and it will take you to the Evite sheet where you can sign up for a spot:
	Click here to sign uptohostess
	If you have trouble accessing the Evite sign-up sheet, please contact Claudia Hapak claudiahapak@gmail.com with your requested spot.
	Thank you!

	Board of Directors for 2026-2027
	GCA National Leadership Positions
	IGC
	JUNE, 2026

	Garden Walk 2026
	IGC

	Community Projects
	Community Projects Committee

	Visiting Gardens
	NEWPORT RHODE ISLAND  FLOWER SHOW JUNE 18-20 2027
	IGC
	JUNE, 2026

	Garden History and Design
	GARDEN HISTORY AND DESIGN- JUNE 2026 GARFIELD PARK
	IGC
	JUNE, 2026

	Celebrating a Century of GCA Scholarships
	SHELE FRENCH - CHAIR SCHOLARSHIP

	Garden Walk 2026
	Garden Walk 2026
	Garden Walk 2026
	Garden Walk 2026
	Garden Walk 2026
	Garden Walk Reception at Newfields
	Garden Walk Reception at Newfields
	Picture This
	ANNUAL MEETING AND  LUNCHEON

	Picture This
	ANNUAL MEETING AND  LUNCHEON
	IGC
	JUNE, 2026

	May General Meeting Minutes
	THE INDIANAPOLIS GARDEN CLUB MAY 13, 2026 GENERAL MEETING AT HOLLIDAY PARK NATURE CENTER

	May General Meeting Minutes
	1st VP – Lara Knitter – community projects  Lara shared that Helen Link at 60 years old went back to school to study Botany. She established a daodil farm between Martinsville and Mooresville. Helen, a gardener and dafodil breeder, is buried in Crown Hill Cemetery. There will be 56 hybrids at her grave site at Crown Hill.
	Committee Announcements –

	June General Meeting Minutes
	THE INDIANAPOLIS GARDEN CLUB ANNUAL MEETING AND LUNCHEON MERIDIAN HILLS COUNTRY CLUB JUNE 5, 2026

	June General Meeting Minutes
	June General Meeting Minutes

